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Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler 

Bellevue 
305 bellevue way ne
Bellevue, WA 98004 
425.454.9393

www.aGjeweler.com

greetings!

from us to you

*

d e a r  f r i e n d s :  After celebrating a milestone birthday (my 50th, if you 
must know), I couldn’t help but reflect on life over the last half-century. One 
recurring theme rang clear: how being surrounded by the people, places and 
things we love the most makes us feel like the best version of ourselves. And 
isn’t that what we’re all after? 

Our favorite things provided the inspiration for this issue of Bejeweled. 
Throughout the making of the magazine, we asked friends, family, customers 
(and even ourselves) to name a few of their favorite things, receiving answers 
as varied as those who were asked. But time and time again, we (happily) 
noticed that jewelry topped the lists. Jewelry is appreciated for its intrinsic 
value, sure, but even more so for the meaning behind it—the occasions and 
love it symbolizes, the memories it represents and the feelings it conjures up.

 This time of year, we have a great time remembering the past, but we find 
our greatest inspiration looking to the future. So while this issue certainly 
honors cherished memories, it also looks ahead to those special occasions 
on the horizon and the jewelry that will mark those moments. We scoured the 
globe to find beautiful items with which you’ll ring in upcoming festivities, 
including weddings, anniversaries, birthdays and holidays. We’ve uncovered 
new products we know you’ll love, and in the following pages, share our inspi-
ration for the seasons ahead. Amidst the style-forward daytime jewelry, glit-
tering evening statement pieces, and timepieces both sporty and elegant, we 
shine a spotlight on a few of our many favorite Northwest people and places 
we find truly inspiring. 

 In essence, this magazine is inspired by everything we are grateful for and 
everything we look forward to. We are privileged to be a part of your lives 
when you are looking ahead, celebrating, surprising and proposing. We think 
of our clients as members of our extended family and we are committed to 
bringing you the very best service, quality and value.

 Everyone here at Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler is ready to help make your 
experience with us a fun and enjoyable one as you begin to create a few 
new favorite things of your own.  

 

Warm regards,

Alvin I. Goldfarb
Chairman

Steven B. Goldfarb
President

Ref lections

Steven goldfarb 
and alvin goldfarb
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all that glitters

*

Perhaps tucked away in your jewelry box is a family heirloom, passed down 
from generation to generation, that you’ve never quite known how to wear. Or 
maybe an outdated style given to you by a loved one? * At some point in your 
life, you’ll likely find yourself with a piece of jewelry that, though meaningful, 
no longer suits your style. Wouldn’t you love to give it new life as a current and 
relevant piece you’d be proud to wear daily? Just look at the transformations 
these three pieces made in the hands of Goldfarb artisans.   

Second Time Around There’s often uncertainty 
about what to do with a 
wedding ring from a former 
marriage, but Lisa knew 
she wanted someday to 
pass her diamond onto her 
son. Rather than stash it 
away in a drawer or safe 
for the years to come, 
she opted to turn it into 
something she could enjoy 
in the meantime. With the 
help of the expert team 
at Goldfarb, the diamond 
was removed from the 
original ring and placed 
in a beautiful platinum 
pendant necklace.

A ring given to allison by 
her husband was unique 

and special, but as the 
couple’s 25th anniversary 

approached, it was clearly 
out of style. But more 
important, her active 

lifestyle had taken a toll 
on the ring, so it was time 

for something new. The 
couple chose to keep the 

same center oval diamond, 
but the team at Goldfarb 

reset it in a stunning 
platinum setting.

before

after!

Jennifer’s 1980’s 
tiger-eye earrings 
were loud, outdated 
and heavy. The team 
at Goldfarb put an 
elegant gold shank on 
each one and turned 
the earrings into a 
pair of matching rings, 
one for Jennifer and 
one for her daughter.

transformations
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all that glitters 

wear + pair

*

One Dress, Five Looks

Many women would 

count the perfect little 

black dress among 

their favorite wardrobe 

pieces. Stunning jewelry 

choices turn a lbd into 

an inspired ensemble

Monica Rich Kosann 
black onyx and white 
sapphire locket; and 
mother of pearl and 
white sapphire locket

Gurhan sterling and 
24-karat gold Lentils 
necklace; and sterling 
and 24-karat druzy 
quartz pendant

Roberto Coin Cento dia-
mond Riviera necklace

Mikimoto South Sea 
pearls; and golden 
South Sea pearls

Above: Pianegonda 
Liquid Emotion strand 
necklace. Dress: French 
Connection, available 
at Nordstrom

www. la l ique.com



One Dress, Five Looks

www. la l ique.com
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all that glitters 

wedding trends

*

Band Together

Personalized 
Inscriptions
Having the inside of a wedding 
band engraved with a personal 
message has been a favored 
tradition for years. But the latest 
twist on the trend takes it to the 
next level: At Goldfarb’s, couples 
can have messages inscribed in 
their own handwriting. Just 
imagine the sentimental surprise.

Multiple Rings 
for Men
Traditionally, men have worn just 
one wedding band day in and 
day out, despite their activities or 
agenda. Increasingly, however, 
fellows are choosing to have 
different options for different 
occasions—a diamond-studded 
ring for upscale events and 

special dinners out; an edgier 
option in an alternative metal 
(tungsten, titanium or cobalt)  
for workouts or a guys’ night; and 
a simple, understated ring safe 
for travel. All three can be 
blessed during the wedding 
ceremony to be equally 
meaningful.

Stackable Bands
For active women who don’t find 
it practical to sport a sizable 
diamond ring, stackable bands—
instead of a solitaire—are just the 
ticket. With options to mix and 
match your rings according to 
your mood, you can stack 
traditional diamond eternity 
bands with striking black 
diamond beauties or other 
options to suit your fancy.

Alternative Metals
Men have never had more 
choices when it comes to 
choosing their wedding band.  
In addition to the popular white 
gold and platinum bands, 
alternative metals have become 
increasingly popular for their 
various qualities. Metals such  
as titanium, known for its 
featherlight weight, and cobalt, 
which is incredibly strong and 
scratch-resistant, are great 
alternative options. Goldfarb’s 
significant collection of rings in 
all metals match skin tones, 
lifestyles and preferences.    

multiple 
rings
for men

stackable bands

alternative metals

personalized inscriptions

from being one of multiple bands to bearing lasting signature love notes, wedding rings get a polished makeover
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Keeping Time

Beauty by the Slice

Whether you wear a 1940s Rolex or a brand-new Bre-
itling, regular servicing (every five to six years) of your 
fine timepiece helps keep it in optimal condition. But 
sometimes, even with proper care, watches will lose 
time, stop ticking altogether or malfunction in some way. 
When you think about it, watches are amazing miniatur-
ized machines running 24/7 for years and years. When 
they do need care, that’s when Goldfarb’s on-site watch 
repair comes in. For more than 20 years, Don “The Tic 
Doc” Campbell has been keeping time at Alvin Goldfarb 
Jeweler. When a watch is brought in for repair, he 
carefully inspects the watch, disassembles it and 
evaluates the problem. “My goal is always to return the 
watch to its best possible condition,” he says. So, after he 
has implemented a complete overhaul—delicately 
cleaning each part, rebuilding and replacing as necessary, 
testing the movement and sealing the case—you can be 
certain the watch has been fully  restored.

One of the great gifts in life is the ability 
to find beauty in imperfection. Perhaps 

that’s why natural sliced gemstones 
have become so popular in recent 

years. Gemstones with internal charac-
teristics, including rubies, sapphires, 

emeralds and even diamonds, can be 
made into stunning pieces of jewelry 
thanks to a unique cutting technique 

that produces a flat profile in organic, 
unrestrained silhouettes. This is most 

often used on gems with interesting 
inclusions, or flaws. “It’s all about 
embracing the imperfections and 

unique characteristics of the stone,” 
says Steven Goldfarb. “By working with 

it, instead of against it, you can create 
something truly beautiful.”

above: Don “the tic doc” 

Campbell with one of  

his favorite things, his 

original balmoral edition 

mini cooper, complete with 

scottish tartan interior. 

Right: don meticulously 

repairing a watch. 

all that glitters 

what’s new

*

THERE ARE STORIES THAT DESERVE TO BE CAPTURED FOREVER.

Whether it’s a transatlantic crossing on a sailboat with friends, or the birth of  
a child, there are precious, life-changing moments that deserve to be recorded  
forever. What will yours be? Let our engraving, enamelling and gemsetting artists 
immortalise your legend. A Reverso just for you.
GRANDE REVERSO ULTRA THIN. Jaeger-LeCoultre Calibre 822. Patent 111/398.

YOU DESERVE A REAL WATCH.

sliced gemstones 

lend beauty in 

slim silhouettes.
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all that glitters 

group gifts

*

When a close friend has a milestone on the horizon—a birthday, anniversary 
or other significant life event—giving a gift as a group is a festive, thoughtful 
and affordable way to show she’s surrounded by friends who value and sup-
port her.  *  Throwing a personalized charm party has become an especially 
unique way to show group love. Each friend chooses an heirloom-quality 
charm representing something special she shares with the guest of honor, per-
haps bringing to mind a memory, favorite song  or longstanding history. 
Together, the group shares the cost of the bracelet—or necklace—which will 
hold the charms (charms are paid for individually).  *  Goldfarb’s Group Gift 
service makes it easy to give together by handling all the details. Once the 
group has agreed on a price everyone is comfortable with (often between 
$35–$50 per person), Goldfarb experts will suggest a few standout pieces or 
help to choose individual charms. They’ll communicate directly (and deli-
cately) with each person to gather the funds—let’s face it, a job no one 
wants—leaving you free to focus your attention elsewhere and enjoy the 
party.  *  Goldfarb then packages each charm individually and elegantly so 
at the party, your friend is presented with many beautiful boxes—one from 
each of her closest pals. In the following days or weeks, she can bring in the 
bracelet to have the treasures placed, and to be charmed, for sure.  

Simply Charming

Above: 
personalized 
charms on a 
bracelet from a 
group of close 
friends amounts 
to a meaningful 
gift. Below, Left: 
individually gift-
wrapped charms 
make a great 
presentation. 
Each is truly 
meaningful.

Celebrating with close friends is a wonderful way to make everyone feel special
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Jane enjoyed 
a perfect 
celebration 
with cherished 
friends and 
family.

Celebrating with close friends is a wonderful way to make everyone feel special

My 50th-birthday luncheon was hosted 
by three of my best friends and included 
12 of my dearest friends along with my 
daughter who lives in Portland.  *  We 
all dressed up and wore vintage hats, 
and after our champagne lunch we had 
a beautiful ceremony, during which my 
friends each gave me a charm and told 
me why they chose it.  *  My mother, sis-
ters and a dear friend, all of whom who 

live far away, also gave me charms and their stories were read 
at the celebration.  *  I have notes about each charm, and 
what each represents. They are all so meaningful.  *  The 
party was beautiful and intimate,  filled with laughter,  tears,  
stories and connection. It was the most loving and beautiful 
50th-birthday celebration I could have imagined. It was a 
held on April 7, which happened to be a spectacularly warm 
and sunny day, and everyone agreed that it was a perfect cel-
ebration.  *  Later that evening we dined at Canlis, where 
my son and husband surprised me with more charms and 
stories. And later that week I received two more from two 
very dear male friends.  *  Just recently, my father and 
brother asked if they could be part of my charm bracelet. My 
brother wants to give me a buffalo charm, and my father 
hopes to find the perfect charm to represent our shared love 
of music.  *  As you can imagine, my charm bracelet is not 
only gorgeous, but it also represents my new decade filled 
with love, friendship, family and treasured memories. I have 
always wanted a charm bracelet and I am thrilled to pieces 
that I now have one of such beauty and significance. 

In Her Own Words
jane shares what her charm party meant to her

In addition to charm parties, 
the team at Goldfarb is happy to 

coordinate “group gifts.”  
Here, Dana celebrates the new 

TW Steel watch presented to her 
by family and friends. 
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all that glitters

brand artistry

*

Fourteen years ago, a Turkish pocket-watch restorer named 
Gurhan Orhan fell in love with pure gold. Though he had no 
background in making jewelry, design or metalworking, he 
poured himself into learning how to work with the precious 
metal and figuring out how to overcome the unique challenges 
that gold poses in creating fine jewelry. Today, he is an interna-
tionally acclaimed and award-winning designer who is recog-
nized simply by one name, Gurhan. * Shortly after Gurhan 
began designing jewelry, his work caught the eye of a beautiful 
Australian (by way of New York) named Fiona Tilley. She was 
his first and fiercest supporter, and before long, his wife. Their 
love story and life together have continued to inspire Gurhan’s 
designs through the years. And although Fiona is his muse, so 
are his clients. “First, I dream the woman, then I create the 
jewelry,” he says. “And I’m not talking about only a beautiful 
model. I’m talking about every woman—my mother, my wife, 
my neighbors, my friends, my customers. Fate brings a woman 
and my jewelry together.” * Over the last decade, Gurhan has 
traveled the world, combed marketplaces and bazaars, and 
incorporated his findings—rare stones and antiquities such as 
Byzantine coins, ancient micro-mosaics, lava cameos and 
pearls—into the trademark hand-hammered gold pieces he’s 
known and loved for. As he has continued to master the art of 
gold work, he also introduced sterling silver into his collection. 
To sign his unique silver pieces, Gurhan includes a “kiss” of 
24-karat gold on each piece—a significant yet delicate beauty 
mark.  * In order to satisfy a growing worldwide demand, he 
has worked with a handful of select fine jewelry stores around 
the planet. Stores such as Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler share his 
passion for fine jewelry created in fashionable styles—pieces 
that complement a wardrobe of classic diamond jewelry, giving 
each woman the opportunity to express her individuality. Most 
recently, Gurhan made a rare personal appearance at Goldfarb, 
where he unveiled his latest designs. * As Gurhan’s passion 
continues to grow and evolve, so does his catalog of offerings. 
This year, pieces done in tricolor—beautiful combinations of 
sterling white and dark silver with 24-karat gold—are paving 
the way for a continuing legacy of lasting beauty.

Gurhan creates all 
of his works by hand.  

Each is a piece of 
art. Opposite page:  

Gurhan’s signature 
look—hammered 

gold and silver  
jewelry—is as unique 

as it is beautiful.

History Worth Repeating
Gurhan’s rich past carves out a stunning future
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History Worth Repeating





20.  
Mount Rainier is awesome. 

Spectacularly awesome!

21.  
A good night’s sleep is 

the best medicine.

22.  
Being honest is more 

important than being popular.

23.  
No matter what they say, 

when it comes to diamonds, 
bigger is better.

24.  
Exercise every day.

25.  
Wearing your seat belt 

makes you feel connected 
with the car.

26.  
You can’t hit a home run 
unless you get up to bat.

27.  
Mowing one’s lawn is the most 

satisfying of all yard work.

28.  
Rings make for a meaningful 

piece of jewelry.

29.  
A clean car runs better and 

faster than a dirty one.

30.  
Everyone should learn to play 

a musical instrument.

31.  
Always do the thing you least 

want to do first.

32.  
Read more books.

33.  
People come to you with 

problems because they think 
you can help.

34.  
Actions speak louder 

than words.

35.  
There’s nothing wrong with 

taking a nap on Sunday.

36.  
If angry, count to 10 before 
you speak. If really angry, 

count to 100.

37.  
Don’t share the blame.

38.  
Do share the credit.

39.  
Be nice to people.

40.  
You can make your own luck.

41.  
Leave your initials in your work.

42.  
Find a job you love and you’ll 

never have to work another day.

43.  
Jewelry is the key to getting 

out of the doghouse.

44.  
You have to have lots of ideas 

to have good ideas.

45.  
Home gardens are easy, 
delicious and produce a 

remarkable amount of food.

46.  
Regret lasts longer than 

embarrassment.

47.  
Performers need an audience 

as much as the audience 
needs performers.

48.  
Never stop learning.

49.  
The love you take is equal to 

the love you make (thank you, 
Lennon and McCartney).

50.  
There is nothing more 
important than family 

and friends. 
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Four-legged friends are always welcome at 

                       Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler. Bring them along!

pickles 
lackey

barclay 
arnobit

millissa, 
eric and 

tom with 
mena

sally owens 
and maxwell

all that glitters 

Pawparazzi

*

A Dog’s Life
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jan and 
randy  
holeman 
with  rupert

patricia 
with sugar

Steven  with 
caitlin and 

charlie bear

Ellie 
performs 
regularly at 
goldfarbs. 
stop by for 
a show

claudia 
silver with 
grand 
puppy mops

steven and ellie 
with ellen and 
charlie brown 
enrico
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lindsay  evans 
and bella 
hooey

kevin 
and kerri 
lewis 
with 
charlie

peggy and jack 
weisbly with 
cohiba

annabelle 
burns, 
a guide dog

ali  and 
snoop dog 
bacon

steven and 
ellie with 
kevin hill 
and walter

A Happy 
shopper 
poses for a 
photo op

patricia 
with sugar

steven and ellie 
with carrie and 
sammy lovsted 

steven and ellie 
with jack and 
angel bear morgan

Alex Kate 
and poppy

John, Patti and 
Erica williams 
with joey 
(chihuahua) 
and fox (Black 
lab)



a  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n ’ s  h o t t e s t  j e w e l s  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  b e l o v e d  s o u n d  o f  m u s i c 

 p h o t o g r a p h y  b y  HAYLEY       YOUNG      /  s t y l i n g  b y  h i l a r y  f o l k s

o u r 
fav o r i t e

t h i n g s
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these alvin 
goldfarb 
exclusive double 
drop diamond 
earrings would 
become a fast 
favorite in any 
woman’s jewelry 
box. Opposite: 
slices of pink 
sapphire and 
brilliant-cut 
diamonds set in 
this white gold 
necklace and the 
pavé diamonds 
in this exquisite 
black gold flower 
ring sparkle in 
any light.

“my favorite things” 

lyrics from the sound 

of music by rodgers & 

Hammerstein
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Rings (from left): 
Gurhan blackened 
sterling and 
24-karat dome ring, 
roberto coin rose 
gold triplet ring 
with quartz and 
mother of pearl, 
roberto coin blue 
topaz and mother 
of pearl ring, 
alberto parada 
blue chalcedony 
and black diamond 
ring, and gurhan 
sterling and gold 
hammered amulet 
ring. Opposite: 
the breitling 
transocean 
unitime with a 
black crocodile 
band and Jaeger-
LeCoultre reverso 
duo in white are 
a lovely his-and-
her pairing.
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These are a few of our favorite things
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Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes
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Snowflakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes

this roberto coin 
mini moresque 
diamond ring with 
a discretely hidden 
ruby glitters. 
opposite: no gift 
could compare to 
this incredible 
custom-made 
emerald-cut 
diamond  necklace. 



40   b e j e w e l e d  

Silver white winters



these are a few of our favorite things.

Silver white winters th
at m

elt in
to   sp

rin
gs

with leaves of 
hammered 24k 
gold, silver and 
blackened silver, 
this gurhan 
necklace is a 
versatile addition 
to any woman’s 
wardrobe. 
Opposite: platinum 
and white gold 
bands dazzling 
with diamonds, 
both eye-catching 
and understated, 
are seasonless.
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eastern
exposure

yellow gold makes 
a fashionable 
comeback in drop 
earrings, ladylike 
bracelets such 
as these smokey 
quartz and mesh 
primavera baby 
bracelets and 
smokey quartz and 
diamond ring.
Fashion: Dsquared2 
camel peplum 
dress, gianni 
versace “unica” 
handbag and 
report signature 
black “ryerson” 
pumps, all 
available at david 
lawrence
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t h e  y e a r ’ s  m o s t  w e a r b l e  s t a t e m e n t  p i e c e s  s h i n e  w h e n  p a i r e d 

w i t h  f a v o r i t e  f i n d s  f r o m  e a s t s i d e  s h o p s    

p h o t o g r a p h y  b y  z e e  w e n d e l l   /   s t y l i n g  b y  e m i l i e  m a s l o w

eastern
exposure



elegant drop 
earrings, such as 
these pear-shaped 
sliced sapphires 
surrounded by 
diamonds, paired 
with a chunky 
diamond-trimmed 
moonstone ring 
complete any 
ensemble with 
style.
Fashion: Isabel 
Marant textured 
wool jacket 
and blue silk 
top, current/
elliott black 
damask pants,  
available at la ree; 
alexander wang 
heels available at 
neiman marcus.
Opposite: the 
sparkle in this 
exquisite 42-inch 
diamond necklace 
brings out the 
glittered sole 
on these Rene 
caovilla t-strap 
sandals (available 
at neiman marcus).
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Accessories of the 
same hue create a 
stunning display. Stella 
Mccartney’s blue woven 
clutch and miu miu’s 
glitter-heel lace-up 
bootie (both available 
at neiman marcus) pair 
with an eye-catching 
sliced sapphire pendant 
surrounded with 
diamonds and sapphires 
and A chunky roberto 
coin black rhodium 
stingray cuff.
Opposite: statement 
jewelry adds flair to 
understated apparel. 
here, onyx drop 
earrings, mixed metal 
necklaces by gurhan, 
multiple hammered 
bangles and a 
moonstone ring create 
interest. fashion: 
Stella Mccartney 
sapphire blue top and 
midnight blue wool 
trousers, available at 
neiman marcus
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roberto coin’s 
yellow gold 
stingray necklace, 
cuff, bangles and 
ring offer a 
distinctly cohesive 
appeal. Fashion: 
alice + olivia by 
stacey bendet Navy 
and gold dress, 
available at neiman 
marcus. Opposite: 
add sparkle to any 
outfit with this 
embellished 
valentino clutch  
(available at neiman 
marcus) and 
glittering curved 
pavé black and 
white diamond 
bracelets.

credits: styling: 
emilie maslow for 
celestine. hair: 
devan white. 
makeup: jennifer 
verador. Model: 
spencer peterson 
for TCM models
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If you follow the Washington wine scene at all, you’ve prob-
ably heard of Greg and Stacy Lill—or at least their wines. 
Greg is co-owner of acclaimed DeLille Cellars, whose 
highly coveted wines have won award after award. Though 
Greg and his partners started DeLille Cellars in 1992, the 
Lills’ winemaking legacy actually dates all the way back to 
the 1200s in France, where Greg’s ancestors first started 
making wine. Stacy is cofounder of Cashmere Wines and 
O Wines (which she and partner Kathy Johanson recently 
sold to Ste. Michelle Wine Estates). Together, the duo is an 
unstoppable force in the Washington wine industry. * But 
it’s not just about the family business for these Woodinville 
locals. When they aren’t working, they are giving back to 
the community that has given so much to them. The cou-
ple is involved in several charitable events throughout the 
year, often chairing fundraising galas. And since its incep-
tion, O Wines has funded educational scholarships for 
local underprivileged girls (a cause Ste. Michelle Wine 
Estates plans to continue supporting). “We feel very 
blessed in our life to be as fortunate as we are and feel that 
giving back is a significant way to help our community and 
help those in need,” Stacy explains. “Our wineries give us 
the ability and opportunity to donate wines and our time 
for various charities.” * Through their involvement in so 
many fundraising causes, the Lills have made great friends 
along the way, including Steven and Fredda Goldfarb. “We 
met them many years ago, and it was just a natural friend-
ship for us due to our collective charitable spirits, like-
mindedness and zest for life,” says Stacy.  * And, perhaps, 
a similar appreciation for the way dazzling jewels and 
fine wine make any celebration more festive. 

Opposite 
page: photo 

by Hayley 
young

jewelry 
photography 

by kathryn 
barnard

A Vintage Year
G r e g  a n d  S t a c y 

L i ll  ’ s  c h a r i t a b l e 

s p i r i t s  s h i n e 

t h r o u g h  t h e i r 

w i n e s — a n d  i n 

e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  d o 
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Greg and Stacy Lill 
(right) enjoy sharing 
wine with friends Steven 
and Fredda Goldfarb at 
delille cellars’ patio in 
woodinville.



wedding Bands in 
rose and white gold 
are dressed up with 
understated black 

and white inset 
diamonds. Opposite: The 
picturesque grounds at 

delille cellars 
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golden raspberries
indulge in colorful 
jewelry that mimics 
shades from nature. 

the understated 
elegance of dupar’s 

Signature golden 
raspberry tart with 
homemade ice cream 
can be found in the 

subtle tones of this 
sparkling FANCY 

YELLOW PAVE RAHaMINoV 
DIAMOND RING.
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frosted grapes
a finishing touch 
takes glamorous 

looks over the top. 
dupar garnishes sweet 

plates with Sugared 
champagne grapes. 

perhaps you’ll slip on 
an oversized multi-

color sliced diamond 
ring to make your 

presentation complete.

An exquisite lemon 
citrine topaz pendant 

and a Multicolored 
strand of semi-
precious stones 

make a perfect pair.  
Opposite: the pond at 
delille cellars is a 

romantic backdrop for 
a wedding.
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beautiful baubles 
sparkle on the 

hand, including this 
(clockwise from top) 

alberto parada 7-carat 
smoky quartz and 

diamond ring, roberto 
coin rose gold, quartz 
and diamond ring,  and 
alberto parada rose 
gold, carnelian and 

diamond ring. 
56   b e j e w e l e d  



   b e j e w e l e d    57  tas


h
a

 owe



n

 p
h

otog





r
a

p
h

y



58   b e j e w e l e d  

t
a

s
h

a
 o

w
e

n
 p

h
o

t
o

g
r

a
p

h
y



the lush colors of 
this dangling rose-
cut mixed sapphire 

necklace and sliced 
ruby drop earrings 

make for vibrant 
additions to any 

woman’s jewelry 
collection. 
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Earthy tones, 
such as warm and 
subtle browns, 
are a big trend for 
jewelry this year. 
Show your style 
with a matching 
black, brown and 
white diamond 
drop pendant and 
earring set, WHITE 
DIAMOND HEART RING, 
fantasia diamond 
pave bracelet 
and diamond 
rolex watch. 
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t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  m o s t  p o p u l a r  d i v e  w a t c h ,  t h e  r o l e x  s u b m a r i n e r

b y  g i s b e r t  l .  b r u n n e r

sea
under the



he stor y of the Submariner, 
launched in 1953, really begins in 
1926, when Rolex introduced its 
now-famous water-resistant Oyster 
case. Thanks largely to its threaded 
back and screw-down crown, the 
case provided a degree of imper-
meability no watch company had 
achieved before. The Oyster 
became even more resistant to 
water and dirt in the early 1930s, 
when Rolex began incorporating 
its new, self-winding rotor mecha-
nism. (Rolex dubbed its self-wind-
ing watches “Perpetual.”) Not hav-
ing to wind the watch manually 

meant that the crown needed to be unscrewed only occa-
sionally for setting. Rolex had discovered with its first 
manual-wind Oyster watches that failing to screw the 
crown down after winding rendered the supposedly 
water-resistant watch vulnerable to water and dust enter-
ing the case through the crown hole.

As the 1930s progressed, Rolex began to develop 
watches made specifically for use underwater. (The 
early Oyster and Oyster Perpetual were not thought of as 
watches for swimming; the point of their impermeable 
cases was to protect the movement from dirt and acci-

dental exposure to moisture.) The Rolex catalog from 
1935 shows a 47mm wristwatch, Ref. 2533, which has a 
cushion-shaped Oyster case and a pocketwatch manual-
wind movement from Lépine, with a small-seconds dis-
play at 9 o’clock. At the time, though, the watch was sim-
ply too large for prevailing tastes, and was not a 
commercial success.

But it was a harbinger of a now well-known dive-watch 
collaboration that paired Rolex with the Italian com-
pany Panerai, which at the time supplied underwater 
equipment to the Italian navy. In the mid-1930s, the navy 
asked Panerai to supply it with dive watches. Because 
Panerai had no watchmaking capacity of its own, it 
turned to Rolex, which sent the navy watches with Oys-
ter cases and movements made from ébauches from the 
Swiss watch and movement maker Cortébert. Panerai 
delivered its first dive-watch prototype to the Italian 
navy in 1936, and the company continued to use Rolex-
supplied movements into the 1950s. The partnership 
with Panerai gave Rolex important experience in the 
manufacturing of dive watches.

In the early 1950s, Rolex decided to make its own bona 
fide dive watch. The idea came from a Rolex director and 
marketing executive named René-Paul Jeanneret, who 
was a diving enthusiast and friend of Jacques-Yves Cous-
teau. Thanks to his hobby, Jeanneret was aware of the 
technical and design requirements for a dive watch. He 
persuaded Hans Wilsdorf, who half a century after found-
ing Rolex was still at the company’s helm, to initiate a pro-
fessional diver’s-watch project.

In 1953, Rolex made a spectacular move. That Septem-
ber, Swiss scientist Auguste Piccard, in the bathyscaphe 
FNRS-2, descended an amazing 3,131.8 meters into the 
ocean. Wilsdorf, a marketing genius, had seen to it that a 
specially developed Rolex, equipped with a strikingly 
luminous dial and prominent Rolex logo, was affixed to 
the vessel’s hull.  When the submarine rose out of the 
water, the timepiece emerged unaffected by the dive and 
was ticking normally.

That same year, Rolex introduced the first Submariner. 
It was water resistant to 100 meters, but Rolex soon 
increased these specs to 180 meters. The watch had a 
matte, black dial, large luminous markers and luminous 
hands for the hours, minutes and seconds. It also had a 
knurled rotating bezel with clear  markings in five-minute 
increments and an arrow-shaped zero marker with a 
luminous dot pointing toward the center. Rolex described 
it as “The Diver’s Friend.”

The earliest Submariners did not have the white Subma-
riner name on their dials. It appeared only at the end of 
1954. Nor did they have the signature crown guard—the 
two “shoulders” on the right side of the case.

In collectors’ circles, some early Submariner models 
are known as “James Bonds.” And for good reason: In 
the first four James Bond films, Agent 007 wore Rolex 
watches, as he did in the novels by Ian Fleming. The 

A “James Bond” 
Rolex: this Ref. 6536 
from 1959 sold for  
roughly $3,800 (at 
the time) at Anti-
quorum in 2006.
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watches bore the reference numbers 
6200, 6538 and 5510.

By the time it hit the market, the 
Submariner had passed rigorous 
field tests. The Institute for Deep Sea 
Research in Cannes issued a report 
on Oct. 26, 1953, on the five months 
of tests it had conducted with the 
watch, consisting of 132 dives in 
depths of 12 to 60 meters. The state-
ment from the laboratory read as fol-
lows: “Despite the extremely high 
salt content of the Mediterranean waters, and the tropi-
cal temperature and humidity to which the watch was 
exposed between the individual dives, it showed no cor-
rosion at all....Likewise, no moisture was detected within 
the watch. All other previous tests with water-resistant 
watches from top brands showed water penetration 
from the first moment of the dive, indicated by the con-
densation that formed on the inner surface of the crys-
tal. The watch was worn multiple times during dives 
with an extended crown (i.e., the crown was pulled out 
to the position for setting the hands). To conclude these 
tests, the watch was attached to a thin cord and dropped 
to a depth of 120 meters—twice as deep as 60 meters, 
the maximum depth achievable with self-contained 
compressed air equipment. No leaks were detected 
even after a one-hour period at this depth.”

Rolex had consulted a number of experts while devel-

oping the watch. Jeanneret offered many ideas for the 
outer design of the case, dial and rotating bezel (which 
at that time still turned in both directions) for underwa-
ter reading of the remaining time of the dive.

In 1959, the first Submariner with a crown guard 
(Ref. 5512) was introduced. The crown guard gave 
the watch the distinctive shape we now associate 
with the Submariner.

The launch coincided with another impressive Rolex 
diving feat. On Jan. 23, 1960, the submarine Trieste, with 
its 2-meter-wide pressure sphere, big enough to hold 
two people, descended for the 65th time into the 
depths—this time with the goal of reaching the Chal-
lenger Deep in the Mariana Trench, the deepest point 
in the ocean. Inside the pressure sphere were Piccard’s 
son, Jacques Piccard, and the U.S.  Marine Lt. Dan 
Walsh. Outside the sphere was a very special Rolex pro-

Sean Connery 
(here with Ursula 
Andress in Dr. 
No) wore Rolex 
Submariners in 
his role as James 
Bond. Below: The 
submarine Trieste 
and the Rolex 
Deep Sea Special 
prototype reached 
the deepest point in 
the ocean in 1960.
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1955 
Slightly larger crown 
is introduced; Great 
Britain selects the 
Submariner for the 
Royal Navy.

1956 
New hand design; 
luminous dot on 
second hand is shifted 
toward center. Rotating 
bezel gets minute scale 
for first quarter-hour. 
Royal Canadian Navy 
selects the Submariner. 

Military versions have 
ID and service num-
bers on the caseback; 
otherwise they are like 
standard models.

1959 
“Superlative Chronom-
eter, Officially Certi-
fied” is printed on dial.

1966 
Date display and  red 
“Submariner” writing 
on dial are introduced 
(kept until 1973).

1969 
Submariner introduced 
in gold.

The Sub Through the Years

totype, a watch, with Oyster case, 
designed to withstand the pressure of 
the 10,916-meter descent, which 
exerted a pressure on the vessel of 
about 1,125 kg/cm. The idea, of course, 
was to prove that the Oyster case could 
survive the ordeal.

Excitement was great when the sphere 
resurfaced after its triumphant dive. 
How would the watch look? Would the 
hands still show the correct time? Just as 
with the 1953 bathyscaphe dive, the 
Rolex emerged unscathed. It looked 
and ran exactly as it had above the water.

Later that decade, Rolex introduced a 
new dive-watch feature. It was designed 
to solve a problem that had emerged as 
a result of the introduction into profes-
sional diving of breathing gases that 
blended oxygen and helium. These 
gases enabled divers to descend deeper 
than before. But divers who wore their 
watches in decompression chambers 
filled with the new gas mixture often 
faced a rude surprise. Helium mole-
cules penetrated the watch crystals and 
seals and entered the watch cases, and 
when the pressure in the chamber was 
reduced during decompression, the 

helium gas that had built up inside the 
watch was unable to escape quickly 
enough, so the watch crystal popped off 
the watch like a Champagne cork.

Among the divers using these new gas 
mixtures were those employed by the 
French firm Compagnie Maritime 
d’Expertise (COMEX). COMEX worked 
with Rolex to find a solution to the pop-
ping-crystal dilemma and in 1967 Rolex 
patented a valve that allowed the dan-
gerous buildup of gas to escape easily. 
At first Rolex used the valve in standard 
Submariner models (Ref. 5513). A modi-
fied version was produced in Geneva 
solely for COMEX. It bore the COMEX 
name on the dial and a special identifi-
cation number on the back. The second 
signed COMEX series was given its own 
unique reference number, 5514.

In 1966, Rolex developed the Sea-
Dweller, at first marketed as a particu-
larly water-resistant version of the Sub-
mariner. (It is now a separate collection.) 
The first Sea-Dweller (Ref. 1665) was 
water-resistant to 600 meters. In 1978, 
Rolex introduced the new Ref. 16600 
with a sapphire crystal and an improved 
helium valve. (These days, Sea-Dweller 

models have helium-release valves; Sub-
mariners don’t.) This watch withstood 
depths to 1,220 meters. The 1665 existed 
for several more years, but after 1981, the 
company produced only the heftiest 
version of the Sea-Dweller, the 16600.

It was not until 1981 that the Submari-
ner was equipped with a unidirectional 
bezel. It took so long because starting 
in 1952, French watchmaker Blancpain 
held a patent for a ratcheting rotating 
bezel, which it used on its Fifty Fath-
oms watch. This kept Rolex and other 
watch companies from using the bezel.

In 2008, Rolex brought out its Sea-
Dweller Deepsea, which withstands 
water pressure to a very impressive 
3,900 meters thanks to a new case 
design that incorporates what Rolex 
calls its “Ringlock System.” It consists of 
an interior support ring, a 5-mm-thick 
domed sapphire crystal and a titanium 
caseback.  It’s a far cry from the Oyster 
case of 1926, but in its unprecedented 
impermeability, a direct descendant.  

This article originally appeared in the 
April 2012  issue of WatchTime magazine

The history of the 
Submariner is one of 
gradual evolution. 
The following table 
lists a half-century of 
Submariner models 
and their distinguish-
ing features.

The Submariner 
Ref. 6204 was 
created in 1953. 
In 2009, a similar 
watch sold at 
Antiquorum for 
about $26,000.

This Subma-
riner model 
with a brown 
dial, known as 
the “Tropical” 
dial, Ref. 5513 
from 1967, was 
auctioned by 
Antiquorum in 
2001 for about  
$8,800.

A Submariner 
for the French 
diving company 
Comex, Ref. 
5513 from 1970, 
is a prototype 
with a helium 
valve that 
brought a 
price of just 
over $60,000 
at Antiquorum 
in 2006.
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1.  Submariner
Reference number: 
14060M

2. Submariner Date
Reference number: 
116610LN

3. Submariner Date
Reference number: 
116610LV

4. Submariner Date
Reference number: 
116619LB

5. Submariner Date
Reference number: 
116613LB

6. Submariner Date
Reference number: 
116613LN

7. Submariner Date
Reference number: 
116618LN

8. Sea-Dweller 
Deepsea
Reference number: 
116660

 

Divers’ Choice
A look at the various models in the Rolex Submariner series

1979 
Submariner gets 
a sapphire crystal. 
Water resistance 
increases to 
300 meters.   

1983 
Submariner is 
available in 
“Rolesor,” a 
combination of 
steel and gold.   

2003 
An anniversary 
model with 
green bezel 
makes a splash.  

This 1970 
“Red Sub,” 
with red 
lettering, 
was sold 
in 2006 by 
Antiquorum 
for nearly 
$16,000.

This 2002 
Submariner 
Ref. 16610LV 
with green 
bezel, which 
marked the 
Submariner’s 
50th anni-
versary, 
was sold by 
Antiquorum 
in 2010 for 
about $5,400.

Steve McQueen wearing a Submariner during the filming of Papillon in 1973

1. 2.

3.

5.

7.

4.

6.

8.



When asked to name a favorite memory, couples frequently recall the 
beauty of their wedding day. That’s why Alvin Goldfarb is so honored 
to have brought couples together in the Northwest for more than 50 years. 
Married in celebrations big and small, all of these couples wearing 
Goldfarb’s wedding bands have something in common: triumphant love. 
Here are a few of the wonderful couples who were married this year. 

love stories

local weddings

*

Heidi ( Kirkham ) 
and Mike Dove

Emily ( Fryberger ) 
and Andrew Dryer68   b e j e w e l e d  

With This Ring...



julie (culleton) 
and jordan shaw

billy jean and
sam  druker

Billie jean and sam 
druker with son dilan 
bower, daughter maken-
zie bower, maid of honor 
holly crowe, and best 
man jason wilcox

Cayley ( Crotty ) 
and Darrell 
Thomas Jr.

SHAUNA ( Smith)
AND BRIAN MADISON

alison ( hayfield )
and eric Meussner
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Sarah ( Popelka ) 
and Dustin Jewell 
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julie (culleton) 
and jordan shaw

Rachel ( Hibben ) 
and Alejandro Campos

MICHELLE  ( BAR ) 
and JON PASCKVALE

sarah (walton) and
abish Thomas
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Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler is proud to have employees it considers part of the family, and we’d 
love for you to get to know us just as we’ve enjoyed getting to know you. That’s why, this year, 
we took our inspiration to our staff and asked them to share a few of their favorite things.

Steven  
favorit e th ings through th e deca des: 

1960s—My Major Matt Mason astronaut action figures 
(which were not, by the way, dolls). Sizzlers and 
Hot Wheels were a close second.

1970s—My first car, a 10-year-old 1968 Firebird Convertible.

1980s—Fredda. Even though she’s certainly not a “thing,” 
meeting, dating and marrying her were my favorite things about 
the ’80s. Especially since she is my favorite person.

1990s—A collection of paintings by Northwest artists gifted by 
my Uncle William. When I look at them, I think of him and what 
a wonderful mentor he was.  

2000s—Our home. We have been there for over a decade, and 
it’s warm, comfortable and where I want to be.

2010s—Our family and friends. When you hit this thing they 
call middle age, it’s abundantly clear nothing matters more 
than those we love.

favor i t e j ew elry: For my 50th birthday Fredda gave me 
a Rolex Submariner. It is sensational. With its green dial and 
bezel, it is classic yet unique—two things I aspire to be.

meet the experts

team goldfarb

*

A Few of Our Favorite Things

Major Matt 
Mason in his 
command chair; 
1968 Firebird 
convertible; 
2012 Anniversary 
Edition Rolex 
Submariner



 Cheryl
favorite way to spend a week end: When I’m not following 
my favorite country stars on tour (Tim McGraw, Kenny Chesney, Toby 
Keith, Darius Rucker and Faith Hill, to name a few), my favorite thing 
is being with my nephews at their baseball games. I love spending my 
weekends supporting their baseball exploits (both are on select 
teams). This year I’ve been to tournaments in Omaha, Reno and 
Steamboat Springs.  If only they could coordinate their games with my 
concert schedule.… favorite j ew elry: It only makes sense my 
favorite item of jewelry is the custom-made Alberto Parada rose 

gold and black diamond baseball pendant. Alberto created it just 
for me after I told him about my nephews.

Alyssa
favorite place to trav el: Block Island in the state of Rhode 
Island. Why? Sandy beaches and bluffs with the Gulf Stream just off 
shore, and saltwater you can actually swim in. I went there with my 
family every summer growing up and hope one day when I have a 
family,  I can take them there as well. favorite jew elry: 

Stacking rings. Gold, silver, chunky, thin, whatever—the more, the 
better! These rings are a great addition to an outfit when you really 
want to add that “glam” factor, and the colors look great with anything. 

Shelly
favorite ... everything: I love music, all kinds. I love animals, 
especially my golden retriever, Tess. I could have been a veterinarian. 
And board games of any kind—Trivial Pursuit, Pictionary, Operation. I 
am a huge sports fan, football especially; I could have been a sports 
broadcaster. I could have been a lot of things, but I love what I do at 
Goldfarb’s. favorite jewelry: I truly cherish my Rolex Date on 
its orange crocodile strap. I received it when I passed the milestone of 
20 years with Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler. That’s two more of my favorite 
things: the color orange and Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler. 

Angela  
favorit e pa stim e: I absolutely love spending time with my 
one-and-a-half-year-old son, Eli. He’s completely fascinated with fig-
uring things out, and we love to explore our neighborhood together. 
There’s truly nothing better than seeing him discover something 
new. favor i t e  j e w e l ry:  The new rose gold collection 

from Michael B. The rich rose color looks great on my skin, and I 
love the idea of stacking several bands together. 
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Kevin   
favorite w eepy movie: The underappreciated Mr. Holland’s 
Opus, starring Richard Dreyfus. My school career was very heavily 
concentrated on band and orchestra (I played sax, bassoon and piano). 
I had a teacher very much like Mr. Holland who was my mentor and 
friend all through high school.  favor i t e  j e w e l ry:  Our custom-
made 8-carat Asscher-cut eternity band with perfectly matched 
stones.  It’s so wearable—an absolute classic.

Ann 
favorite place to stop a nd sm ell th e roses: My garden. 
My grandmother had a rose garden, too, so every time I am tending to 
my roses, it feels like she is right there beside me. Also, over the years I 
have been gifted bushes for special events and in memory of my father, 
so each rose bush represents a special person or time in my life.  The 
youngest bush is 6 years old and the oldest is 22 years old. They need a 
lot of care to give continual blooms throughout the summer months, so 
the garden becomes my quiet time either in the early-morning hours or 
late- evening time. favorite j ew elry: My 18-karat white gold Tahi-

tian South Sea pearl necklace. It’s versatile, comfortable and goes 
with many outfits. And I can even wear it gardening.

Patricia 
favorite way to r em em ber: When I’m in the kitchen, I feel a 
closeness to my grandmother who lived with us when I was growing up. 
She was always baking something delicious and filling our home with 
wonderful smells. So when I’m cooking, she is with me. FAVORITE 

J ew elry: Our Ashoka-cut diamond set in a clean platinum bezel 

ring. The lines define the elegant cut of the diamond. Perfection in 
jewelry!

Tiffany
favorite way to r elax: Spending warm summer days on the 
lake with my family. It doesn’t matter if we go out on a boat or sit on a 
dock, there’s just something about waves and sunlight sparkling on the 
water. This year we got to travel to Lake Como in Italy. I’d be very happy 
sitting by that lake, too. FAVORITE J ew elry: An amazing emerald-

cut diamond bracelet. Each and every diamond is internally flawless 
and pure white. I’m certain I glow when I try it on.



Mark
favorite car: My summer car, a 1969 Buick Skylark convertible. 
It’s my last shred of coolness and youth, as my other cars are a 
pickup and a minivan. (Need I say more?) I’m also very fond of 
Northlake Tavern  pizza and Pop-Tarts. Favor it e j ew elry: 

Pretty much anything yellow gold. It’s making a huge comeback 
in fashion right now thanks to designers like Roberto Coin, Gurhan 
and Rahaminov.

Sara 
favorite way to kill a rainy a fternoon: I am a 
dedicated reader and one of my favorite books is Divine Secrets of 
the Ya-Ya Sisterhood. It is a great story of friendship and with that 
title, how could it not be great? Next on my list is rereading a couple 
of classics, Gone with the Wind and To Kill a Mockingbird.   
favorite j ew elry: Since I spend most of my days next to the 
Roberto Coin display, I can’t help but stare at the wide diamond 
ring that sparkles at me all day long.  It looks beautiful on every 
hand.

Brandi
favorit e coll ection: Years ago I discovered my grandfa-
ther’s record collection in an armoire. It was all classic 1960s—
Hendrix, Creedence Clearwater Revival, Stevie Wonder, of 
course, The Beatles. He converted it all to MP3 files so now I have 
it all on my iPod, along with my current tunes, too. I would be 
lost without the art of music. favorit e j ew elry: I love a 
particular pair of princess cut diamond drop earrings. They 
sway from a pave diamond French wire so the drops simply float. 
They are classic, elegant and necessary.

Katie
favorite hobby: That’s easy—travel. We love to explore new 
places as well as go back to visit places that have become close to 
our hearts. Warmer weather is always good, but we are up for 
almost anything. While traveling we make sure to seek out the local 
sights and indulge in food. Trying new cuisine is a key part of the 
adventure. favorite j ew elry: The new World Timer watch 

by Frederique Constant. It shows all 24 time zones. Perfect for 
new places and new adventures.







78   b e j e w e l e d  

community matters

*

Community Champions

What do you get when you couple a 
three-time NBA All Star with a one-time 
German national recordholder in the 
400-meter hurdles? You get the Bel-
levue philanthropic powerhouse team 
of Detlef and Mari Schrempf, whose 
namesake foundation is a jewel in the 
world of community service.   

Having played in more than 1,200 pro-
fessional basketball games over the 
course of his 16 seasons in the NBA, 
fielding 7,000-plus rebounds and scor-
ing an astounding 15,700 career points, 
Detlef is something of an accomplished 
man. Rest on his laurels? Not a chance. 
Since retiring from the NBA in 2001, the 
former SuperSonic and his wife of 25 
years continue to remain incredibly 
active in the Seattle community.

Though they were both born in Ger-
many, Detlef was living in the U.S. when 
he and Mari met in the early 1980s on a 
German sports talk show. Soon after, 
Mari moved the states, and the two were 

married in 1987.
 Today, the Schrempfs spend much of 

their time and energy helping to make 
the community better for everyone. The 
Detlef Schrempf Foundation, which was 
established in 1996, has raised more 
than $13 million in support of local chil-
dren’s organizations and charities such 
as Rise n’ Shine, Seattle Children’s 
Autism Center and The Healing Center. 
“After our boys were born,” says Mari, 
“we realized, more than ever, the impor-
tance of family and children’s health. 
And the foundation gives us the oppor-
tunity to help in a meaningful way and 
to encourage others to as well.” 

Along with longtime foundation 
director Nicole Morrison, associate 
director Beth Martin and vice president 
Chris Levitt, Mari produces foundation 
events held throughout the year, includ-
ing the St. Patrick’s Day Dash, Golf Clas-
sic at McCormick Woods and Celebrity 
Gala and Auction, while Detlef keeps 

busy as a partner at Coldstream Capital 
Management (and takes the occasional 
star turn with cameos on NBC’s Parks 
and Recreation). Together they share a 
passion for the community, travel, 
friends and family, and golf—a sport 
they love to play together.

 The Schrempfs’ relationship with 
the Goldfarbs began at the Univer-
sity of Washington in the ’80s. “We’ve 
been very fortunate over the years to 
have great support,” says Mari. “Fredda 
and Steven are wonderful friends who 
have been a part of the foundation 
since the beginning.” 

The feeling is mutual, says Steven. 
“Being there for friends is what makes life 
great, whether that’s helping with donat-
ing jewelry or working together on a truly 
important cause.” In everything they do, 
the Schrempfs show the same focus, 
drive and enthusiasm they brought to 
being world-class athletes. And our com-
munity is all the better for it.   

power couple

detlef and mari schrempf inspire with their 25-year marriage, 

                                                                professional accomplishments and tireless philanthropy



Clockwise from 
top: Detlef and 
Mari schrempf 
give back to 
the community 
through their 
namesake  
foundation; det 
signs a basketball 
for young fans; 
the schrempfs 
and the goldfarbs 
smile for a photo 
at a charity event; 
detlef played for 
the sonics from 
1993 to 1999
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The Do-good Diamond

charlie rosario, 
senior vice 
president of 
LazareKaplan 
International, 
visits the five 
rand primary 
school in namibia.

In 1903, Lazare Kaplan founded his 
diamond company on a personal com-
mitment to excellence, and more than a 
century later, the company is still dedi-
cated to that principle—in more ways 
than one. *  Lazare’s history is rich with 
innovation, as the company was the first 
to cut diamonds with “ideal” propor-
tions, the first to laser-inscribe diamonds, 
and the first to offer its diamond as a 
brand. Lazare Kaplan diamonds, known 

as The World’s Most Beautiful Diamonds®, 
are renowned for their unmatched qual-
ity, their incredible brilliance and their 
exquisite fire. Now, through the Lazare 
Ongoma Initiative, Lazare Kaplan is put-
ting its commitment to excellence into 
practice for humanity as well. *  The Laz-
are Ongoma Initiative is a new program 
developed to raise awareness and sup-
port for education in Africa, a cause 
close to the company’s heart. The con-

nection to Africa, the birthplace of the 
diamond industry, is a natural fit. For 
every Lazare Kaplan diamond sold in the 
United States, the company makes a 
donation to the Five Rand Primary School 
in Okahandja, Namibia. Inspired by its 
actions to continue to pay it forward, Laz-
are Kaplan authorized jewelry stores—
including Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler—and 
their sales people also participate with 
direct donations to this initiative. 

lasting legacy

Lazare Kaplan International Pays It Forward
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Soldiering On
 PeaceTags’ mission continues to touch local veterans and their families

Over the last five years, in addition to 
meeting luminaries and famed peace-
keepers from around the world, Fredda 
Goldfarb, creator of PeaceTags, has met 
hundreds of veterans and their family 
members, all inspired by her popular 
philanthropic silver military tag-style 
necklaces imprinted with inspirational 
quotes. In addition to donating 100 per-
cent of PeaceTags’ net proceeds to vet-
eran and peacemaking causes, getting to 
know these veterans’—men and women 
who have served our country firsthand—
and their families has been among Fred-
da’s most rewarding experiences, and 
several special friendships have devel-

oped as a lasting result.
 Patty France, U.S. Army: Patty con-

tacted Fredda through PeaceTags’ Face-
book page while stationed in Kentucky 
for the U.S. Army in 2008. As a behavioral 
health specialist, Patty found wearing 
her PeaceTag calming in a stressful envi-
ronment. When she was deployed to 
Iraq, the two stayed in touch via e-mail. 
Fredda was thrilled and surprised when 
she received a PeaceTags painting Patty 
created while overseas. “It made war 
very real to me to have my friend experi-
encing it firsthand,” says Fredda. “I wor-

ried about her safety 
constantly.” When she 
returned from Iraq, Patty 
relocated to the Pacific 
Northwest, making get-
togethers with Fredda 
a whole lot easier. In 
fact, Fredda gave Patty 
the first sneak peek of 
last year’s “World Reli-
gion” PeaceTag collection.

ernie butler, air force special 

forces: Ernie served our country as a 
pararescueman from 1970 to 1974. These 
days the former sergeant continues to 
serve as executive director of the North-
west Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, and is himself a paralyzed vet-
eran. Ernie and Fredda became fast 
friends after meeting at the opening of 
the Seattle Fisher House, which provides 
housing for family members of veterans 
receiving care at the nearby VA health 
center—and for which Ernie is also vice 
president and a board member. In his 
spare time, you can find him cycling, kay-
aking or flying paragliders as a paraple-
gic pilot. He loves his Benjamin Franklin 
PeaceTag, which states, “There was never a 
good war or a bad peace.”  Ernie says, “That 
quote says it all for me. Wouldn’t it be a 
wonderful world if everyone wore a 
PeaceTag?”

corinne lincoln-pinheiro, jour-

nalist and wife of a 25-year army 

veteran: Corinne, whose husband is cur-
rently deployed, was covering a screening 
of the documentary The Invisible War in 
Tacoma, Washington, which Fredda was 
also attending. Intrigued with Fredda’s 

necklace, Corinne asked about its mean-
ing. “I admire the PeaceTags’ symbolism,” 
Corinne says. “It’s a reminder of those still 
in harm’s way, the injured and those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.” Corinne 
wrote an article about PeaceTags for The 
Ranger, a newspaper and online maga-
zine that serves Joint Base Lewis-
McChord. Corinne now wears a Peac-
eTag and sums it up this way, “Wearing 
the PeaceTag supports our troops and 
actively speaks up for peace. I see it as a 
challenge to consider different perspec-
tives to what has been a complicated 
issue for epochs—war or peace? And is 
freedom truly ‘free’?”  

“It absolutely 
thrills me when 
veterans, active 

duty service 
members and their 
families love the 

PeaceTags mission!”

clockwise from top: 

A special painting for  

fredda by u.s. army  

behavioral health special-

ist Patty France; Paralyzed 

Veterans of America 

Banquet where fredda and 

others were recognized 

for their service to veter-

ans’ causes; Patty France 

holding her new PeaceTag 

in Iraq; and Corinne Lin-

coln-Pinheiro, an Army wife 

and journalist, modeling 

her PeaceTag, which reads: 

“Better than a thousand 

hollow words is one word 

that brings peace.”

community matters
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peacetags
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Alcott Elementary PTSA

American Cancer Society

Arbor Heights Elementary

Assistance League of Seattle

The Bandage Ball benefiting Overlake 

	 Hospital Auxiliaries

Bellevue Chamber of Commerce

Bellevue Breakfast Rotary Club

Bellevue High School PTSA

Bellevue Lacrosse

Bellevue Overlake Rotary Club

Bellevue Noon Rotary Club

Bellevue Rotary

Bellevue Wolverine Football

Bishop Blanchet High School

Boys & Girls Clubs of Bellevue

Boys & Girls Clubs of King County

Broadway Bound Children’s Theatre

Catch a Rising Star Dinner and Auction

	  benefiting Eastside Domestic 

	 Violence Program

Cherry Crest Elementary

Childhaven

Clyde Hill Elementary

Cougar Ridge Elementary

Cross of Christ Church

Detlef Schrempf Foundation

DIFFA Glam Fashion Show benefiting 

	 AIDS research

Doors: Opening Doors to the Arts

Dreams of Hope Auction benefiting 

	 Seattle Children’s Hospital

Ducks Unlimited

Eastside Catholic High School

Eastside Christian School

Eastside Domestic Violence Program

Enatai Elementary

Family Law CASA

Fashion First benefiting Starlight 

	 Children’s Foundation

Federal Way Knights

Fisher Family and Friends Auction 

	 & Golf Invitational benefiting 

	 Marsha Rivkin Center for Ovarian 

	 Cancer Research

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

The French American School 

	 of Puget Sound

Friends of Youth

Gilda’s Club Seattle

Goodwill Industries International

Good Wishes

The Greater Washington Chapter of the 

	 National Multiple Sclerosis Society

Habitat for Humanity

Holy Family Parish

Hope Heart Institute

Hopelink

Jennifer Rosen Meade Preschool

Jewelers for Charity Foundation   

    benefiting Make-A-Wish Foundation

The Jewish Day School of 

	 Metropolitan Seattle

Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle

Junior League of Seattle

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

Laurelhurst Elementary School

Lenny Wilkens Foundation

Little Bit Therapeutic Riding Center

Make the Evening Matter: A benefit to 

	 support the cure for colorectal cancer

Medic One Foundation

Medical Teams International

Medina Elementary School

Mercer Island Boys & Girls Clubs

Morningside Academy

Morris Alhadeff Memorial Golf

NOAH Animal Adoption & 

community matters

charitable events

*

Giving Matters  At Alvin Goldfarb Jeweler, giving back to the 
community is not just a privilege we are grateful for—it’s our way of life. We strive to donate our 
time, services and products in an effort to touch other people’s lives, much in the way that so many 
people who’ve walked into our store over the decades have touched ours. After all, as Winston 
Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
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	 Spay/Neuter Center

Northwest Children’s Fund

Northwest Yeshiva High School

Olympic View Elementary School

On the Wings of Hope Gala benefiting 

      The Hope Heart Institute

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic School

Overlake Golf  & Country Club

Overlake Hospital Foundation

Overlake Women’s Invitational

Overlake Service League

Pasado’s Safe Haven

Plymouth Housing Group

PONCHO

Providence Christian School

Purrfect Pals

Reach for the Stars benefiting Families

	 for Effective Autism Treatment

Recovery Café

Rotary Club of West Seattle

Sacred Heart School

Seahawks Wives Club benefiting 

	 Childhaven

Seattle Aquarium Society

Seattle Children’s Hospital

Seattle Children’s Theatre

Seattle Dances

Seattle Hebrew Academy

Seattle Men’s Chorus

Seattle Women’s Chorus

Seattle Mortgage Bankers Association 

	 Annual Auction benefiting Habitat

	 for Humanity

Seattle Theatre Group

St. Anne School

St. Monica Parish

St. Thomas School

Stroum Jewish Community Center

Temple De Hirsch Sinai

Treehouse

United Way of King County

University of Washington

University Preparatory Academy

USO Puget Sound Area Chapter

UW Tyee Sports Council

WomanSpirit Center

Woodland Park Zoo 

“When we called Steven five years ago 
asking him to participate in our first 
Bryce Fisher Celebrity Golf Tournament 
to benefit Gilda’s Club Seattle, his 
response was immediate and he has 
supported us every year since and has 
become an integral part of the event 
that raises money to fund our Camp 
Sparkle summer camp for kids who 
are touched by cancer.” 
—Br yce A. Fisher, chairman, Br yce Fisher 
Celebr it y Golf Tournament

“Year after year, Goldfarb employees 
have enthusiastically jumped in to 
support so many Childhaven families, to 
fill so many needs. They have given from 
their hearts and their own finances to 
adopt a family over the holiday sea-
son, and their generosity continued 
throughout the year. We always knew 
that we could entrust AGJ employees 
with the particularly needy families.” 
—Marie Sohl, Childhaven, Eli 
Creekmore Memorial Branch

above, left and center: The Woodland Park 
Zoo annual Jungle Party is one of Seattle’s 
wildest charity events and the biggest 
fundraiser for the animals. above right: 
Volunteer Lynda Martin oversees the Rolex 
for a hole-in-one at the Hope Heart Classic.
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7

testimonials

your words

*

I just wanted to take a 
moment and thank you for 
the excellent customer 
service you provided for me 
while handling the repair of 
my watch.  I received my 
watch yesterday and was 
extremely pleased with the 
quality of the repair work 
and the attention to detail 
that Breitling provided. I 
will definitely be using Alvin 
Goldfarb Jeweler for my 
future needs. —Mike M.
 
As I look at the gorgeous 
ring on my finger, I am 
blinded by the brilliance of 
the diamond and sapphires. 
It is perfect. Thank you so 
much for everything! (Is 
there any way I can clone 
you?) —Carol M.
 
Your team was great on my 
last visit—they’re always very 
helpful and easy to work 
with. You guys always deliver 
great value and customer 
service. —Steve S.
 
I just wanted to let you 
know what a pleasure it was 
meeting you. Your staff was 
very nice and professional; 
now I understand why my 
friends say there’s no better 
place to purchase a 
fine-quality gemstone or 
Rolex than from Alvin 

Goldfarb! Now I am a 
believer, too.  I hope to see 
you again and whenever I 
need a watch or diamond, 
I’ll be seeing you. Thanks 
again. —Shawn P.
 
Thank you for your call 
today! It was an honor to 
purchase such a wonderful 
watch, and your staff (as 
always) was impeccable! I 
really appreciate the 
service, and love to support 
local businesses. You guys 
are doing a great job! 
—Angus N.
 
My fiancée sincerely 
believes the ring I worked 
with you on is the most 
beautiful she has ever 
seen—and she works with 
big-time celebrities at 
publicity events! I want to 
thank you for your patience 
and kindness. —Sean G.
 
She loved it!!! —Kevin S.
 
The watch is everything I 
was hoping it would be!  
Thanks for all of your help, 
and I look forward to doing 
business with you again in 
the future. —Chris B.
 
You could have knocked 
me over with a feather 
when I opened my Alvin 

box and saw the necklace. I 
love, love, love it! —Kathy B.
 
I wanted to thank you for 
the amazing experience I 
had in purchasing my new 
watch. You were extremely 
helpful, and your staff 
couldn’t have been better.  
Thanks again! —Beau B.
 
It’s rare that you can find 
great customer service that 
is pleasant as well. Thank 
you so much! —James L.
 
Your store is impressive, 
exciting, and informative.  I 
am proud to be able to send 
friends in to your store, 
knowing they will get 
exactly what they want and 
have a fun time buying it. I 
wish you a prosperous 
holiday season and, of 
course, health and happi-
ness. —Shelley S.
 
I love my new watch. In the 
not-too-distant future we’ll 
be in the market for another 
watch for my husband, 
and your store will 
be the first and only 
place we look. We 
had a great experi-
ence doing 
business with 
you. —Carol P.
 

Gratitude
Kind words and sentimental stories from our extended family. (The pleasure has been all ours.)



Gratitude
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team goldfarb

company time

*

Joy Ride
Some say life is a journey. We say it’s a joy ride! Every day at Alvin Goldfarb  
Jeweler, we find happiness in helping you choose beautiful gifts, often in  
celebration of the most exciting moments and milestones of your lives—you know, 
that first piece of jewelry from a parent or grandparent; the wedding bands that 
say you’ve chosen your lifelong copilot; and just-right pieces for major birthdays, 
anniversaries or the birth of a child. These are some of the most important stops 
on the road of life, and we thank you for allowing us to be right there with you. 
After all, it’s as much about how you get there as it is about where you’re going.  j.
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Team Goldfarb 
with Mark’s 1969 
Buick Skylark 
convertible
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