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BEST

425
2011

OF

The annual Best of 425 issue, now in its third year, is full 

local picks. This comprehensive list includes readers’ 

choice of everything from favorite restaurants and places 

to shop to pet stores, parks and more. Need a remodeler? 

How about a place to buy furniture? Or a hot new 

restaurant to take someone from out of town? Use this 

list as a resource, or as a topic of conversation amongst 

friends (“What are your favorites on the Eastside?” “I can’t 

believe they won this year.” “They have the best sushi on 

the Eastside, hands down”). Did your favorite make the 

list? If not, be sure to champion their cause and vote for 

them in next year’s Best of 425. Without further ado, we 

present to you the Best of 425. Enjoy!
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food + dining

Best Restaurant
CACtus
121 Park Lane, Kirkland  
cactusrestaurants.com/kirkland
The Southwest sizzles on Eastside 
palates at Cactus, a festive spot 
that delivers an array of creative 
comida with finesse, from ceviche 
to natural grilled skirt steak 
with chimichurri. The kitchen 
takes great care to ensure the 
ingredients and f lavors are fresh 
and lively, one of the secrets to 
their long success. 
runners up: Seastar Restaurant 
& Raw Bar, Bellevue; Wild Ginger, 
Bellevue 

Best Bakery
HOffMAN’s 
226 Park Place Center, Kirkland, 
hoffmansfinepastries.com
Classic European cakes, tortes, 
pastries and cookies will sweeten 
up anyone’s day with just one 
visit to this Kirkland favorite. 
Chocolate lovers indulge in the 
rich signature chocolate cake, 
while the more guilt-prone 
gravitate to the whole wheat 
cinnamon rolls. It’s no wonder 
Hoffman’s has had a loyal 
following since it opened more 
than a quarter century ago.    
runners up: French Bakery, 
Bellevue, Crossroads and Kirkland; 
Belle Pastry, Bellevue 

Best Breakfast/Brunch
fINs BIstrO 
301 Front St., N., Issaquah,  
finsbistro.net
On weekends, this handsome 
restaurant next to the Village 
Theater serves a fantastic brunch 
featuring signature twists on old 
favorites: crab cake Benedict and 
eggs Florentine are two of the 
most popular dishes, and you 
can’t go wrong with cinnamon-
raisin French toast. Diners love 
lingering in the warm, cozy 
dining room but sunny days has 
patrons lining up for patio seating.   
runners up: Maltby Café, 
Snohomish; Brown Bag Café, 
Kirkland 

Best Lunch
fINs BIstrO 
301 Front St. N., Issaquah,  
finsbistro.net
Fresh seafood is king at Fins 

Bistro. Delectable seafood dishes 
dominate the appetizer and entree 
menus, but if it’s a more casual 
lunch of soup, sandwiches or salad 
your after, the kitchen excels with 
those selections as well. Choose 
the warm, inviting ambiance of 
the dining room or, on nice days, 
the cheerful garden patio. 
runners up: Nibbana, Bellevue; 
Chipotle, multiple locations

Best Happy Hour
PAlOMINO 
610 Bellevue Way N.E., 
Bellevue, palomino.com
Palomino does happy hour right 
with an array of appetizer specials 
like $6 pizzas, $8 f latbreads, 
$4 featured wine and beer and 
$5 cocktail specials. Isn’t the 
biggest bang for your buck what 
a great happy hour is all about? 
When you add quality to the mix, 
it’s easy to see why this is the 
Eastside’s favorite happy hour. 
runners up: Taphouse, Bellevue; 
Pearl Bar & Dining, Bellevue  

Best dessert
PINkABEllA CuPCAkEs, 
multiple locations including 
Bellevue Square and  
Redmond Town Center  
pinkabellacupcakes.com
Delicious, classy and fun-
according to Pinkabella fans, 
that’s what makes a great cupcake 
shop, and that’s why they return 
to Pinkabella again and again 
whether it’s a special occasion 
or no particular occasion at all. 
Goodness comes in many f lavors, 
like pink champagne, caramel 
macchiato and classics like red 
velvet. And the fact that the 
folks at Pinkabella benefit many 
charities is one of the sweetest 
f lavors of all.
runners up: Cheesecake Factory, 
Bellevue; New York Cupcakes, 
Bellevue 

Best Service
El GAuCHO
450 108th Ave. N.E., Bellevue, 
elgaucho.com 
Old world service is one of the 
ingredients that put El Gaucho 
on the map, and discerning 
diners do recognize it. Besides 
the food, service is what keeps 
customers coming back: the 

polished, yet caring staff, the 
personal attention, the fine 
details of genuinely exceptional 
service that are found in few other 
establishments. 
runners up: Daniel’s Broiler, 
Bellevue; Terra Vista, Snoqualmie 

Best Steak
DANIEl’s BrOIlEr 
10500 N.E. 8th, 21st Floor, 
Bellevue,  
schwartzbros.com/daniels.cfm
Sometimes there’s a craving that 
only a big, juicy prime U.S.D.A. 
steak can satisfy. That’s when 
Eastsiders who know their beef 
head to Daniel ’s Broiler, home 
of steaks f lash-seared at more 
than 1,800 degrees to seal in all 
the goodness and f lavor. Daniel ’s 
Broiler grills all the usual suspects 
and prepares your favorite 
classic sides for mouth-watering 
perfection.     
runners up: El Gaucho, Bellevue; 
John Howie Steak, Bellevue

Best Brewery
rEDHOOk BrEwEry 
14300 N.E. 145th St.,  
Woodinville, redhook.com 
The highest quality ingredients, 
including hand-selected hops 
from Yakima, make Redhook 
brews a local favorite. Of course, 
the fact that they run a great, 
onsite brew pub with live music 
on Friday and Saturday nights and 
brewery tours so you can get an 
insider’s view at how their beers 
are made just add to the fun.  
runners up: Mac & Jacks 
Brewery, Redmond; Black Raven 
Brewing Company, Redmond 

Best Burger
fAtBurGEr 
multiple locations,  
fatburger.com
Three Eastside locations put 
Fatburger within easy reach of 
just about everyone who loves 
burgers the way they used to make 

’em. With all the competition in 
the world of burgers, there are five 
reasons why this one rose to the 
top: five sizes of burger (plus all 
the trimmings) perfection, from 
2.5-ounce to 24 ounces.        
runners up: Red Robin, multiple 
locations; Burgermaster, Mill 
Creek, Bellevue 
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Taphouse
550 106th Ave. N.E., Bellevue, taphousegrill.com

located in the heart of the action in 
Bellevue’s Galleria, taphouse offers 160 
brews on tap, the largest selection not 
only on the Eastside, but in the entire 
Northwest. No wonder it rose to the top as 
the Eastside’s best bar! from IPAs to stouts, 
and lagers to porters, here you just might 
discover a new favorite brew. 
runners up: Pearl Bar & Dining, Bellevue; 
Joey, Bellevue

BeSt BaR and Lounge

food + dining
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Best Kid-friendly 
Restaurant
rED rOBIN
multiple locations,  
redrobin.com
Word has hit the playground. 
With about a dozen burgers 
to choose from, in addition to 
other sandwiches, a kids menu, 
and yummy shakes and sundaes, 
Red Robin is the dining choice 
of discerning kids. Of course, 
parents love it, too. 
runners up: Zeeks Pizza 
and Chuck E. Cheese, multiple 
locations

Best Pizza 
PAGlIACCI PIZZA 
multiple locations,  
pagliacci.com
Besides delectable pizza that has 
a long history of accolades, lots 
a factors make Pagliacci Pizza a 
winner: a genuine commitment to 
green practices, seasonal toppings 
celebrating what’s fresh and 
local, a crowd-pleasing menu, the 
convenience of catering services, 
and pizza boxes that pay homage 
to the company’s local purveyors. 
What’s not to love?  
runners up: Zeeks Pizza, 
multiple locations; MOD Pizza, 
Bellevue 

Best Vegetarian
tEAPOt VEGEtArIAN 
HOusE
15230 N.E. 24th St., Redmond, 
teapotvegetarianhouse.com
Teapot Vegetarian House’s all-
vegan menu proves that eating 
healthy tastes great. The owners 
are committed to promoting 
healthy diets and this passion 
comes through in each palate-
pleasing pan-Asian dish they 
serve. Their menu of more than 
70 vegan recipes delivers plenty of 
variety and f lavor, and has people 
coming back to this Redmond 
restaurant for more.
runner up: Bastyr University 
Dining Commons, Kirkland 

Best new Restaurant
MIlAGrO CANtINA
148 Lake St. S., Kirkland, 
milagrocantina.com
Milagro Cantina’s menu is 
a culinary tour of authentic 
Mexican cuisine. The dishes of 

BeSt cHef

John Howie 
John Howie steak, the Bravern, Bellevue, johnhowiesteak.

com and seastar restaurant and raw Bar, 205 108th Ave. 

N.E., suite 100, Bellevue; seastarrestaurant.com

Chef John Howie has been a highly regarded name 
in the seattle and Eastside culinary scene for years. 
One of the reasons is that he stands by his core 
values in every restaurant he has run: unexpected 
hospitality and value — every guest, every time. He 
excels at dining experiences that shine for his guests, 
both on the plate and in the atmosphere and service. 
runners up: Holly smith, Cafe Juanita; Bradley 
Dickinson, Pearl Bar & Dining

food + dining
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Oaxaca, Baja, and Vera Cruz, to 
name a few, satisfy diners hungry 
for the f lavors of old Mexico, and 
the cantina’s well-stocked tequila 
menu rounds out the experience. 
It’s no wonder this stylish new 
restaurant catapulted to the top of 
the new restaurant list.
runners up: Cantinetta, 
Bellevue; Din Tai Fung, Bellevue 

Best Hole-in-the-Wall
tHE PuMPHOusE  
BAr & GrIll 
11802 N.E. 8th St., Bellevue, 
pumphousebellevue.com
Mmmmm! The folks in the 
Pumphouse kitchen know how 
to sling hash right! The daily 
breakfast, lunch and dinner menu 
boasts the usual standards and 
some unexpected surprises. Take 
the Almond French Toast with 
whipped cream, for instance, add 
a side of bacon and hot coffee 

(keep it comin’), and you have 
a hole-in-the-wall meal fit for a 
queen. 
runners up: Julio’s, Bothell; 
Casian Grill Restaurant, 

Best Sandwich
JIMMy JOHN’s 
multiple locations, jimmyjohns.
com
What did we do before we had 
a fresh, friendly and fabulous 
Jimmy John’s nearby? The staff 
at JJ’s Gourmet Sandwiches 
craft fresh subs and clubs that 
are famous for more meat, more 
trimmings, and delicious fresh-
baked bread. This is real food 
so yummy your mom won’t 
have to make you clean up your 
plate. Here’s a dare: Order the JJ 
Gargantuan. 
runners up: Whole Foods, 
Redmond, Bellevue; Subway, 
multiple locations 

food + dining

Best Sushi
BluE C susHI
Alderwood Mall and Bellevue 
Square, Bellevue, 
bluecsushi.com
Warning: A rotating belt of 
fresh sushi can result in an 
unexpectedly tall accumulation 
of empty, color-ringed plates. The 
concept is simple: See, take, eat, 
stack and pay. But simplicity is 
not what won Blue C Sushi the 
Best of 425 Award in the Sushi 
category. It’s variety and the fact 
that eating there is the next best 
thing to a trip to Japan. 
runners up: Flo Restaurant & 
Sushi Bar, Bellevue; I Love Sushi, 
Bellevue 

Best Sweets
NEw yOrk CuPCAkEs
15600 N.E. 8th St.,  
Ste. A-4, Bellevue,  
newyorkcupcakes.com

Burgermaster
10606 N.E. Northup way, Bellevue; 

18626 Bothell-Everett Hwy, Bothell; 

burgermaster.biz

what makes a drive-in win a 
“Best of...” award? the answer 
gets down to nuts and bolts. 
first, Burgermaster has been 
in the drive-in business since 
1952, when “Happy Days” was a 
lifestyle, not a tV rerun. second 
(and this might be more recent), 
only grass-fed, hormone-free, 
local beef makes it into their 
patties. third, a clean, cheerful 
and (yes) well-landscaped 
restaurant has a lot to do with it.
runners up: Dick’s, seattle; 
ranch Drive-In, Bothell

BeSt dRiVe-in
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food + dining

Matthews Estate Winery 
16116 140th Place N.E., woodinville, 

matthewsestate.com

with so many heavy-weight contenders 
in woodinville alone, winning 425’s 
Best winery is quite an achievement. 
winemaker Aryn Morell’s commitment 
to crafting rich, deeply textured yet 
approachable wines has a lot to do 
with it. Matthews Estates’ woodinville 
tasting room pours classic Bordeaux 
and other varietals that show 
astounding integrity from vine to glass.  
runners up: Chateau ste. Michelle, 
woodinville; Delille Cellars, 
woodinville

BeSt WineRy

Cupcakes have come a long way 
since we were kids. At New York 
Cupcakes in Bellevue, you might 
think the sweets are too pretty to 
eat, but once you bite into one of 
their gorgeous temptations you’ll 
be glad you abandoned that silly 
notion. If you dream of a cupcake 
party, or even a cupcake wedding 
cake, you’ve come to the right place. 
runners up: Fran’s Chocolates, 
Bellevue; Pinkabella Cupcakes, 
multiple locations 

Best coffee
stArBuCks 
multiple locations,  
starbucks.com 
When a coffee company is 
committed to delivering the world’s 
best beans, using a distinctive 
roasting process that brings out 
the product’s f lavor, and saving the 
world through sustainable business 
practices, the result is Starbucks. 
runners up: Tully’s, several 
locations; Café Ladro, several 
locations 

Best View
DANIEl’s BOIlEr, 
10500 N.E. 8th, 21st Floor, 
Bellevue and multiple locations, 
schwartzbros.com/daniels.cfm
The No. 1 champion in the steak 
category, Daniel ’s Broiler, also 
boasts the best view! Of course, 
the Bellevue Place location with a 
21st-f loor panorama of downtown 
Bellevue, Lake Washington and 
downtown Seattle helps. The 
sunsets are complimentary. 
runners up: Terra Vista, 
Snoqualmie; Anthony’s, multiple 
locations

Best cocktail 
PEArl BAr & DINING 
700 Bellevue Way N.E., Ste. 50, 
Bellevue, pearlbellevue.com
Lively and sophisticated libations 
abound at Bradley Dickinson and 
Mikel Rogers’ stylish Pearl Bar 
& Dining. Signature offerings, 
such as the Shiso Wild Drop with 
muddled shiso leaf, share the 
cocktail menu with old classics 

like the whiskey sour. Add a small 
plates bar menu with an array of 
f lavors and you have a winning 
cocktail experience. 
runners up: El Gaucho, Bellevue; 
John Howie Steak, Bellevue

Best Wine Shop
sEAttlE wINE CO.
1950 130th Ave. N.E., Ste. 1, 
Bellevue, seattlewineco.com
Seattle Wine Co. proprietors and 
avid oenophiles Nabil and Karen 
Absi stock roughly 2,300 labels 
from the world’s-greatest wine 
regions (and some lesser-known 
ones, too). Here, you can pick up 
your favorite wine, or discover a 
new one at their complimentary 
wine tastings every Friday and 
Saturday. Being in a state with 
such notable wineries, the 
couple has developed a taste for 
Washington wines.
runners up: The Grape Choice, 
Kirkland; Pete’s Wine Shop, 
Bellevue 
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GRAND SUMMER RETREAT
Book your Summer Retreat and save up to 10% per night*  
on luxury guest rooms when you stay Sunday through Thursday.  
Call 1-800-962-8723, and mention 425 Magazine, for a grand experience.
* Reservations required June 1 – September 2, 2011. Not applicable with other special o�ers,  

discounts, group or negotiated rates. Excludes holidays and festival weekends. 

Stay at our Lake Chelan hotel, and you’ll stay grander  
than anywhere else.  The Grandview is the place where  
memories are made, where families come back year after year. 

www.GrandviewOnTheLake.com
Reservations  1-800-962-8723

Lake Chelan luxury
the grand way.
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HeaLtH + Beauty

Best dentist
Dr. sCOtt OkINO 
Pacific Dental Care 
670 N.W. Gilman Blvd., Ste. B3, 
Issaquah,  
pacificdentalcare.com
Dr. Scott Okino is personally 
responsible for hundreds of great 
smiles. An Issaquah native and a 
University of Washington-trained 
dentist, he specializes in gen-
eral and cosmetic dentistry and 
was one of the first dentists in 
Washington certified in Invisalign 
invisible braces. And for that 
kids and teens who didn’t have to 
endure metal braces thank him.
runners up: Dr. Gannon Stahl, 
Pineview Dentistry, Bellevue; 
Wendy Spektor, Spektor Dental, 
Bellevue 

Best naturopath
Dr. CANDACE AAsAN
Cascade Natural Medicine, 
Kirkland, 12911 120th Ave.  
N.E., Kirkland,  
cascadenaturalmedicine.com 
A graduate of Bastyr University 
and a practicing naturopathic 

physician, Dr. Candace Aasan 
specializes in pediatrics and 
women’s health, with a special 
interest in treating children with 
neurodevelopmental and behavior 
disorders. She serves as the clini-
cal director at Cascade Natural 
Medicine and prides herself on 
personally getting to know each 
and every child and adult she 
sees in her practice.  
runners up: Dr. Nazanin Kimiai, 
Comprehensive Medical Center, 
Kirkland; Dr. John Nowicki, 
Issaquah Valley Natural Medicine, 
Issaquah 

Best gym
ElItE fItNEss trAINING
136 102nd Ave. SE,  
Ste. 101, Bellevue,  
elitefitnessbellevue.com
Discovering life’s opportunities 
through f itness? That’s what 
the dedicated team at Elite 
Fitness strives to help people 
realize. They take a thorough 
approach, including exercise 
training and nutrition. And they 
are so committed to helping 

their clients succeed that they 
hold themselves 50 percent 
accountable for each client’s 
progress. Now that’s teamwork!
runners up: Pendano Elite 
Fitness and Athletics, Redmond; 
Bellevue Club, Bellevue 

Best chiropractor
Dr. ADAM tEtuáN 
Tetuán Innovative Chiropractic 
1215 120th Ave. N.E., Bellevue, 
drtetuan.com
For Dr. Adam Tetuán, education 
never ceases. He works tirelessly 
to stay up to date on the latest 
chiropractic techniques and 
practices to effectively treat all 
kinds of injuries. Certified in 
state-of-the-art practices, he is 
well-versed in the most innovative 
technologies to assist patients 
in need of routine and more-
advanced treatments.    
runners Up: Dr. Benjamin 
Charlton, Inline Wellness Center, 
Kirkland; Scott Hammons, Elite 
Spine and Sport, Bellevue and 
Seattle

Overlake Hospital 
1035 116th Ave. N.E., Bellevue, 

overlakehospital.org

Overlake Hospital Medical Center 
makes patient safety and quality 
of care its top priorities. In fact, 
this is the fourth-consecutive 
year the hospital has earned 
industry excellence awards for 
patient safety. specialized medical 
services, such as Overlake’s Cancer 
Center, Breast Health services and 
Cardiac Center, make this hospital 
one of the top medical facilities in 
the Northwest.   
runners up: Evergreen Hospital, 
kirkland; swedish Hospital, 
various locations, woodinville

BeSt HoSPitaL
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To view a sampling of our design 
projects, visit six-walls.com or 
scan here for our portfolio.

Enter coupon code HD425 on our 
contact page for more details 
on the current Hunter Douglas 
rebate program.

Dress Up for Summer SALE
Buy more, save more, on select Hunter Douglas styles now 
through September 12th at Six Walls

BUY SAVE* PLUS
$1004 Duette® Architella®

Honeycomb Shades
$25 OFF each 
additional unit

$1002 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

$50 OFF each 
additional unit

$1001 Luminette® 
Privacy Sheers or 
Modern Draperies

$100 OFF each 
additional unit

2630 77th Ave SE, Suite 102  Mercer Island, WA 98040   •  206-275-3399 six-walls.com



HeaLtH + Beauty Best Physical therapist
kENNEtH COlE, 
Olympic Physical Therapy 
Northwest 
17800 Talbot Road S., Ste. D, 
Renton, nwrehab.com
Physical therapist Kenneth 
Cole is the director of Olympic 
Physical Therapy Northwest, a 
comprehensive PT facility in 
Renton. He prides himself on 
helping his patients regain their 
independence and return to the 
activities of daily life.
runners up: Ben Wobker, Lake 
Washington Physical Therapy, 
Kirkland; Kathy Fishman, provider 
of in-home therapy on the Eastside 
and Seattle.

Best oB/gyn
Dr. HAl ZIMMEr 
Bellgrove OB/GYN 
1200 112th Ave. N.E., Bldg. C - 
Ste. 115, Bellevue,  
bellegroveobgyn.com
Dr. Zimmer joined the Bellegrove 
professional team in 1982. As 
a highly regarded OB/GYN, he 
serves as a clinical instructor 
at UW Schools of Medicine 
and Nursing. He has lectured 
extensively and has made featured 
radio and television appearances 
discussing various topics in 
women’s health.   
runners up: Dr. Michael Lawler, 
Overlake OB/GYN, Bellevue; Dr. 
Debra Stemmerman, Evergreen 
Women’s Care, Kirkland.

Best Pediatrician
Dr. lINDA HuNG, 
Pediatric Associates, 22717 S.E. 
29th, Sammamish, mypediat-
ricassociates.com
Having earned her medical 
degree from the Medical College 
of Wisconsin in 2000, Dr. Linda 
Hung later joined the professional 
team at Pediatric Associates to 
fulfill her dream of providing 
medical care to children.  
runners up: Dr. Don Shifrin, 
Pediatric Associates, Bellevue; 
Dr. David Ege, Issaquah Medical 
Center, Issaquah

Best eye care
MArkEt OPtICAl 
Bellevue Square, Bellevue,  
marketoptical.net
Finally! Opticians that hail from 

Dr. Luanne Schocket
Evergreen women’s Health Center

12333 N.E. 130th lane, ste. 110, kirkland, obdoc.com

Dr. luanne schocket has dedicated her 
medical career to women’s health. she is a 
board-certified physician in obstetrics and 

gynecology, with a special interest in high-risk 
pregnancies and menopausal management. 

she earned her medical degree from tulane  
university in 1996, and joined the team at 

Evergreen women’s Health Center in 2009.
runners up: Adam tetuán, Bellevue; Dr. Ash 

Patel of Proliance surgeons, Issaquah

BeSt doctoR
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ISSAQUAH (425) 392 · 9299

KIRKLAND (425) 827 · 3000

REDMOND (425) 898 · 8003

                  sorellasalon.com

Sorella o� ers you a complimentary 
private consultation with a Bridal 
Coordinator to design the perfect 
package for your special day.

Because it      is your day

Photo by www.michelemwaite.com.
Hair by Jacquelynn Reasy Woodward.

the fashion, design, theater and 
music worlds. Armed with an 
innate sense of what people want 
to put on their faces, the pros at 
Market Optical understand the 
drama, melody and star-power 
that makes great eyewear. Also, 
people have to have good vision—
and they score a 20/20 in that 
department, too.
runners up: The Eye Care 
Center of Bellevue; Costco, various 
locations

Best orthodontist
Dr. MICHEllE fOGG NEAl
9750 N.E. 120th Place, No. 5, 
Kirkland, nealsmiles.com
Orthodontist Michelle Fogg Neal’s 
philosophy in her practice can be 
summed up in three words: trust, 
excellence and compassion. She 
is an Invisalign specialist and has 
put a beautiful smile on the faces 
of many kids and adults. 
runners up: Dr. Don Joondeph, 
Bellevue; Dr. Burleigh Surbeck, 
Bellevue 

Best cosmetic Surgeon
Dr. sAM NAfICy 
1110 112th Ave. N.E., Ste. 150, 
Bellevue, seattleface.com
Every year, Dr. Sam Naficy 
performs approximately 1,000 
facial plastic surgeries on patients 
not only from the Northwest but 
from around the U.S. As a fellow of 
the prestigious American College 
of Surgeons, he is recognized in 
the medical community as an 
authority in his field. 
runners up: Dr. David Stephens, 
Bellevue; Dr. Richard Rand, 
Bellevue 

Best cosmetic dentistry
Dr. wENDy sHultZ 
sPEktOr 
1545 116th Ave. NE, Ste. 100, 
Bellevue, spektordental.com
Dr. Spektor opened Spektor 
Dental in 1982 and has since 
earned a reputation as one of 
the most skilled practitioners of 
cosmetic dentistry in the region. 
With a philosophy that blends aes-
thetics and restorative dentistry, 
Dr. Spektor has built a trusted and 
loyal patient following.
runners up: Dr. Michael Koscar-
ski, Woodinville; Dr. Kate McKin-
ney, Kirkland 
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Best Spa
GENE JuArEZ
Multiple locations,  
genejuarez.com 
As one of the venerable salon and 
spa’s f lagship locations, the Gene 
Juarez Spa at Bellevue Galleria is 
a luxurious escape from the world 
outside its walls. Hit the thera-
peutic Vichy Shower and then pick 
an indulgence from the menu of 
Hawaiian healing massages. Gene 
Juarez is a Northwest favorite.
runners up: Pro Spa at Pro 
Sports Club, Bellevue; Oasis Spa & 
Salon, Woodinville

Best Hair Stylist
JODI GrEENE, 
Seven Salon, Bellevue Square, 
7salon.com
Not only did Seven win top 
honors as 425’s best salon, but 
Seven’s senior stylist Jodi Greene 
earned the honors as well. At 12, 
Greene knew she wanted to be a 
stylist when she grew up. Trained 
at both Seven and Vidal Sassoon, 
is anyone surprised she’s the best? 

runners up: Melinda Young, 
SoZo, Kirkland; Trisha Nerney, 
Beaux Arts Hair Salon, Bellevue 

Best Mani/Pedi
JulEP NAIl PArlOr 
221 Bellevue Way N.E., Bellevue, 
julep.com (and Seattle and  
Gig Harbor)
The staff at Julep proves that a 
manicure and pedicure isn’t just 
routine … it’s a special event. 
From solo treatments to booking 
the whole parlor for a pedi-party 
to wow your friends, they handle 
it all in a comfortable, clean, 
green and relaxing atmosphere. 
runners up: Gene Juarez, mul-
tiple locations; Jennifer’s Nails, 
Bellevue  

Best facial
truCE sPA 
The Westin, 600 Bellevue 
Way N.E., Ste. 400, Bellevue, 
trucespa.com
With a menu of six luxury facials, 
plus medically-administered Botox 
injections, Truce Spa is equipped to 

HeaLtH + Beauty

have you looking and feeling your 
very best. They even offer a Gentle-
man’s Facial, so his golf day just 
might become a thing of the past. 
runners up: Gene Juarez, mul-
tiple locations; Oasis Spa & Salon, 
Woodinville 

Best Beauty Products
sEPHOrA 
Multiple locations, sephora.com
With more than 200 classic 
and emerging brands of beauty 
products, it’s no wonder Sephora 
is the top pick among 425 readers. 
This cosmetic concept store 
emerged in France in the ’60s and, 
apropos, never grew old.
runners up: Nordstrom; Gene 
Juarez, multiple locations

Best tanning
sEAttlE suN tAN
Multiple locations, 
seattlesuntan.com
Readers of 425 seem to dig chic 
digs, and that’s what puts Seattle 
Sun Tan on top. These spacious 
tanning salons boast attractive, 

Jon Pendano 
Pendano Elite fitness & Athletics, redmond, 

pendanofitness.com

Jon Pendano designs fitness training 
programs for athletes and non-athletes 

alike. As a personal trainer, he’s committed 
to the health and success of his clients. 

He recently opened his redmond fitness 
training studio — Pendano Elite fitness 

& Athletics—and he hopes it’s the first of 
many locations.  

runner up: Alex wasserman of Elite 
fitness training, Bellevue

BeSt PeRSonaL tRaineR
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JULY

Marina 
Park

Kirkland, WA

A benefi t for the Hope Heart Institute

15 16
17

Art, Food Wine&
on the Waterfront

KirklandUncorked.com
Purchase online tickets with promo code “425MAG” for TWO EXTRA TASTING TOKENS

Discover More 



Distinctive 
Style,
Timeless
Fashion
for men and women

HeaLtH + Beauty

comfortable design, art, and a 
hospital cleanliness that puts 
tanners at ease. State-of-the-art 
equipment, top-quality skin prod-
ucts and a knowledgeable, caring 
staff round out the package.   
runners up: Tropical Sun Tan, 
various locations; Desert Sun, 
various locations

Best yoga
PurNA yOGA CENtErs 
2255 140th Ave. N.E., Ste. F, 
Bellevue, yogacenters.com
Students connect body, mind and 
spirit in classes in Yoga and Medita-
tion for all levels. You can attend 
workshops on how Yoga can help 
with specific issues, such as back 
pain or high blood pressure, as well. 
runners up: Bikram Yoga, 
Bellevue; Hot Yoga Inc., Bel-
levue17800 Talbot Road S., Ste. 
D, Renton, nwrehab.com p
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If your leg veins weren’t 
a problem, what would you do?

Take back your spontaneous life. 
Our Total Vein Health approach starts with 
personalized care using the latest medical 
techniques and expert ultrasound diagnosis.

Get treatment. Be healthy. Feel good.

Call us. Saturday appointments available.
425.453.1772   •   www.LKWV.com

Total Vein Health. It’s all connected.

Feel like having fun again.
Don’t let leg pain stand in the way.

Seven Salon
Bellevue square and Pacific 

Place in seattle, 7salon.com

Great stylists don’t just 
do a do, but delve deeper 
into facial structure, 
skin tone, eye color 
and even personality. 
seven’s advanced stylists 
have been assembled 
from some of the most 
renowned salons in the 
world. this cut above 
is what seven’s clients 
have come to expect and 
appreciate. 
runners up: Gene Juarez, 
various locations; soZo 
Hair studio, kirkland

BeSt SaLon
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faSHion + SHoPPing

Best Place to Shop
NOrDstrOM

multiple locations, 
Nordstrom.com
A mix of over-the-top 
service, free personal 

stylists and more than 500 brands 
of merchandise in an atmosphere 
conducive to some serious brows-
ing make the Nordstrom experi-
ence an undeniable winner. And, 
it’s a Northwest original! 
runners up: Redmond Town 
Center; Bellevue Square

Best Boutique
VINCE 
Bellevue Square, vince.com
Meet Vince, an up-market 
boutique with stylish, seasonal 
fashions for women and men. 
Vince offers a contemporary look 
that 425 readers love. 
runners up: Via Lago, Kirkland; 
Trade Chic, Redmond 

Best Men’s clothier
NOrDstrOM 
multiple locations,  
nordstrom.com
Fact: Most men find shopping a 
necessary pain. So why not make 
the experience as pleasant as 
possible with top brands and an 
array of contemporary and classic 
styles guys love to wear? Bravo, 
Nordstrom. 
runners up: David Lawrence, 
Bellevue; Men’s Warehouse, Bel-
levue, Redmond 

Best Shoe Store
NOrDstrOM
multiple locations,  
nordstrom.com
Nordstrom began in Seattle in 
1901 as a shoe store. While the 
styles have changed since that day, 
the classic Nordstrom service and 
consistent quality have kept their 
shoe department a step ahead of 
the competition.  
runners up: Report Signature, 
Bellevue; DSW, Bellevue

Best thrift Store
GOODwIll
1545 N.E. 20th St., Bellevue, 
seattlegoodwill.org
A fun place to treasure-hunt at 
wallet-friendly prices, the Bel-
levue Goodwill not only keeps 
previously owned merchandise 
out of landfills but provides 

valuable training and employment 
for those who need it.  
Runners Up: Value Village, 
Kirkland, Redmond; Ragamoffyn’s, 
Kirkland 

Best antique Store
rOsA MuNDI’s wINE 
COuNtry lIVING
14525 148th Ave. N.E. #122, 
Woodinville, rosamundis.com
Located in the heart of 
Woodinville Wine Country, 
Rosa Mundi’s offers fine antique 
furniture, beautiful home 
accessories and professional 
interior design services. This is 
one-stop-shopping for authentic 
antique ambiance for your home. 
runners up: Gilman Antique 
and Design Gallery, Issaquah; The 
Weathered Rose, Bothell  

Best Jewelry
AlVIN GOlDfArB 
JEwElErs
305 Bellevue Way N.E., Bellevue,  
alvingoldfarbjeweler.com
Whether shopping for an engage-
ment ring, a designer watch or 
luxury home accessories, 425 
readers say Alvin Goldfarb Jewel-
ers puts the sparkle in some of 
life’s most-important purchases.  
runners up: Stella & Dot, vari-
ous independent stylists; J. Lewis 
Jewelry, Bellevue

Best Bookstore
BArNEs & NOBlE 
multiple locations,  
barnesandnoble.com
The 425 area is populated with 
avid readers who know their 
bookstores. A wide inventory and 
events, such as author appear-
ances, make Barnes & Noble a 
favorite among 425 readers.  
Runners Up: Half Price Books, 
various locations; Borders, various 
locations

Best Bridal Shop
AMANDA’s BrIDAl 
BOutIquE 
16500 Redmond Way, Redmond,  
amandasbridalboutique.com
At Amanda’s, they understand 
that no two weddings, and no two 
brides, are alike. Designer inven-
tory and staff expertise and care 
put this bridal shop on top. 
runners up: Bellevue Bridal, Bel-
levue; David’s Bridal, Lynnwood

Francisco 
Hernandez

Built for Man 

Cutting-edge comfort 
sums up the Built 

for Man collection of 
contemporary men’s 

fashions. Natural 
materials, such as 

the highest-quality 
alpaca, wool, cotton 

and silk, and a firm 
commitment to 

social responsibility 
make this talented 

Northwest designer 
a hero among 425 

readers. Built for Man 
is available at David 

lawrence.  
runner up: luly 

yang, seattle 
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Artitudes Design is a full-service 
design agency specializing in high-
quality executive presentations, 
communications, marketing, and 
branding design. 

1180 NW Maple St, Ste 180

Issaquah, WA  98027

425.369.3030

artitudesdesign.com

BeSt LocaL deSigneR
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HoMe + gaRden

Best Builder 
HAMIsH ANDErsON 
CustOM HOMEs
10829 N.E. 68th St. #201,  
Kirkland, hamishanderson.com

Tailoring living spaces to 
an individual’s or family’s 
unique need is Hamish 
Anderson’s passion. Attention 

to detail, quality materials and 
construction, and 32 years in the 
business put this high-end home 
builder on the top rung.
runners up: Conner Homes, 
Bellevue; Steve Stark, Stark 
Construction, Bellevue; Lavallee 
Construction, Snoqualmie

Best architect
GElOttE HOMMAs 
ArCHItECturE
3025 112th Ave. N.E., Suite 110, 
Bellevue, gelottehommas.com
The professionals at Gelotte 
Hommas believe that design is an 
art form and it is apparent in their 
many achievements that have 
earned the firm dozens of awards 
in their more than 25 years of 
designing exceptional commercial 
buildings and homes. 
runners up: Duncan McRoberts, 
Kirkland; Chesmore Buck 
Architects, Bellevue; Renzo J. 
Nakata Architects

BeSt LandScaPeR

BeSt inteRioR deSigneR

Craig Williams 
Interiors  
1831 8th Ave., 

ste. 505, seattle, 

craigwilliamsinteriors.com

whether its design, 
re-design, or home-and-
event staging, a deep 
well of creativity and 
resourcefulness are Craig 
williams’ hallmarks. this 
young designer opened 
shop in 2006 and 425 
readers are wild about  
his work.
runners up: Craig sawyer 
Designs, Bothell; lisa 
Purdy at rosa Mundi’s, 
woodinville
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Choose a team that’s  
dedicated to your success

One from a strong, stable institution. One with smart, experienced 
players. Our team of investment and banking advisors take the 
time to understand your unique needs and coordinates strategies 
that can help you realize your dreams. 

To reach your personal financial goals, put our dedicated team 
of local professionals on your side. Visit or call us today!

10800 NE 8th Street, Suite 100 
Bellevue, WA  98004
425.450.5803 

Investment products and services are offered through U.S. Bancorp Investments, Inc. member FINRA and SIPC, an investment adviser  
and brokerage subsidiary of U.S. Bancorp and affiliate of U.S. Bank. Insurance products, including annuities, are available through  
U.S. Bancorp Insurance Services, LLC, U.S. Bancorp Investments, Inc., in Montana U.S. Bancorp Insurance Services of Montana, Inc., and 
in Wyoming U.S. Bancorp Insurance & Investments, Inc. All are licensed insurance agencies and subsidiaries of U.S. Bancorp. Policies are 
underwritten by unaffiliated insurance companies and may not be available in all states. 0211056

Not a Deposit   Not FDIC Insured   Not Guaranteed by the Bank   May Lose Value   Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency

     

Chris Merrill 
Private Banking  
Relationship Manager, V.P. 

Diane Haag 
Home Mortgage Loan Officer  

Shad Bris 
Branch Manager, AVP

Ira Armad 
Financial Advisor

Susan Grosshans  (O’Sullivan) 
Senior Financial Advisor, V.P. 

10213 Main Street, Bellevue
(425) 455-2033   www.bisonmain.com

Free valet parking

425 Magazine
Bis on Main
“The later it gets, the better I look” Ad

Runs July/August issue

Simpatico 
Blooming 
10101 Main st., suite B, Bothell,  

simpaticoblooming.com

small garden spaces 
and outdoor rooms are 
simpatico Blooming’s 
forte. these landscape and 
garden professionals design 
and furnish your intimate 
garden space with custom 
planted containers, outdoor 
furniture and complete 
accessories. 
runners up: roxanne 
Hamilton; Evans Creek 
Professional landscape 
services; Darwin webb 
landscape Architects, 
Issaquah

BeSt LandScaPeR

115  4 2 5 M AG A Z I N E .C O M



Best Kitchen & Bath designer
CrAIG sAwyEr DEsIGNs
10101 Main St., Suite. B, Bothell, 
craigsawyerdesigns.com
The best consultative and creative 
approaches to custom kitchen and 
bath design reveal delightful pos-
sibilities the client never imagined. 
That’s one reason 425 readers voted 
Craig Sawyer Designs the best. 
runners up: Hatano Studio, Kirk-
land; Kitchen Plus, Bellevue

Best Remodeler
lAVAllEE CONstruCtION
43522 S.E. 76th St., Snoqualmie, 
lavalleeconstruction.net
Russ Lavallee learned the building 
craft from his grandfather, who 
was a Master Builder, and brings 
that passion and skill to every 
remodeling project he takes on. To 
425 readers, he’s tops. 
runners up: Tenhulzen Remodel-
ing Inc., Redmond; Hamish Ander-
son, Kirkland

Best appliance Store
AlBErt lEE APPlIANCE
18620 33rd Ave. W., Lynnwood; 
1038 116th Ave. N.E., Ste. 370, 
Bellevue; albertleeappliance.com
425 readers obviously like variety 
and quality; that’s why they chose 
Albert Lee as their preferred store 
for the best buys on appliances.  
runners up: Sears, Bellevue; 
Home Depot, various locations  

Best furniture Store
CrAtE AND BArrEl 
Multiple locations,  
crateandbarrel.com
For the best buys in a large variety 
of contemporary furniture for 
every room, 425 readers pick Crate 
and Barrel in Bellevue as their first 
choice. 
Runners Up: Masins Fine Furni-
ture, Bellevue and Seattle; Dania 
Furniture, multiple locations

Best Hardware Store
MClENDON HArDwArE
multiple locations, mclendons.com
425 readers are crazy about North-
west originals. Maybe it’s about 
supporting locally owned busi-
nesses or about great inventory 
and friendly service. runners up: 
Home Depot, various locations; Ace 
Hardware, various locations 

Molbak’s
13625 N.E. 175th st., woodinville, molbaks.com

An Eastside gardening mecca, Molbak’s is a 
destination nursery. this is a great place to 
stock up every season or just take a stroll 
through the many greenhouses of blooms. And 
Molbak’s at Christmas is simply magical. 
runners up: wells Medina Nursery, Medina; 
flower world, Maltby

HoMe + gaRden

BeSt gaRden/nuRSeRy
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Best Bed & Breakfast
GArDEN IslE GuEst 
COttAGEs,
207 N.W. Coveland,  
Whidbey Island,
gardenislecottages.com
With six acres of privacy, a hot 
tub, kitchens and continental 
breakfast delivered, guests can 
retreat into either two remodeled 
cottages or the vacation home. 
The curious can walk to historic 
downtown Coupeville (built in 
1853) and a seasonal farmers 
market or, further on, explore 
the island’s five state parks and 
historic Fort Casey.
runners up: Outlook Inn, Orcas 
Island; The Old Hen Bed & Break-
fast, North Bend

Best travel destination
sAN JuAN IslANDs
visitsanjuans.com
Real islands, real close. Travelers 
traverse 100 miles from Bellevue 
to the San Juan Islands to relish 
world-class sea kayaking, fine 
dining, romantic getaways, nature 
escapes and whale-watching 
from the shore or a cruise — or 
to simply relax. Zip San Juan, 
the first zip line tours, recently 
opened. Everyone, especially 
romantics, can fall in love with 
the bed and breakfasts, inns and 
cabins, secluded beaches and sen-
sational sunsets. 
runners up: Cannon Beach; 
Whistler 

Snoqualmie Falls 
snoqualmiefalls.com

snoqualmie falls is a year-round playground. Guided 
outdoor summer adventures — fly-fishing, hiking and 
mountain biking — can be booked at the salish lodge. 
In the winter, snowfall brings skiing, snowboarding, 
snowshoeing and sledding. take a spin at the Dirtfish 
rally school, a high-performance racing school set on 315 
acres, minutes from the lodge.
runners up: whidbey Island; leavenworth
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Ask about our low  
interest 30 year loans!

14 new home neighborhoods in the 
greater Puget Sound area from the  
$300’s to over $2 million.

With over five decades as one of  
the Northwest’s most respected  
home builders, The Burnsteads  
offer their clients exceptional  
security and confidence in their  
new home purchase.

Three Northwest home builders...One heritage.

What’s Your Legacy?
Where did you grow up?  Where do you want to raise your family?  Since 1957 The 

Burnsteads have been helping Northwest families create their own legacy by creating 

exceptional neighborhoods where a lifetime of memories can be given a healthy head 

start. What will your legacy be?

Redmond

Renton

Bothell

Mukilteo

Kirkland

Seattle

Issaquah

Steve Burnstead, Fred Burnstead, Scott Hall & Rick Burnstead

THIS OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
John L. Scott Lake Bellevue

For more information and driving directions, 
visit us at www.burnstead.com



aRtS + enteRtainMent

Best artist
MOZEllE sPENCEr
11810 N.E. 8th St. #H, Bellevue
Mozelle Spencer follows her heart 
in her business, Mozelle by Design, 
creating community through 
one-of-a-kind murals, decorative 
paintings, faux finishes and Euro-

pean and Venetian 
plasters. From elegant 
to whimsical, her 
dreamlike work can 

be seen at Aegis Corporate Office 
in Redmond, Aegis Living facilities 
of Bellevue, Camp Korey, Cellar 
46 on Mercer Island, Expedia, 
Vision House’s Early Childhood 
Care Facility and more than 300 
private homes, as well as the NFL 
Boys and Girls Club in Louisiana, 
created after Hurricane  Katrina. 
From kids’ rooms to wine cellars, 
no project is the same except for 
the smiles at the end. 
runners up: Rebecca DeVere; 
Natalie Goods, Bellevue 

Best art gallery
HAllwAy GAllEry
800 Bellevue Way N.E., Suite 150, 
Bellevue, hallwaygallery.com
Committed to Bellevue for better 
or worse, owners and married 
couple Erik Hall and Amy Spassov 
work every business hour to give 
informed, respectful attention to 
every client, from shy first-timers 
to Bellevue’s notables. That’s how, 
in nine years, the 5,000-square-
foot work studio grew into 
today’s Bellevue Collection-based 
18,000-square-foot gallery, which 
offers art consulting and curating, 
as well as corporate and private 
design and placement.
runners up: Bellevue Art 
Museum, Bellevue; Howard Mand-
ville Gallery, Kirkland

Best Local Band
DON’t tAlk tO tHE COPs
donttalktothecops.wordpress.com
Street, punk, underground club 
dancing, djblesOne (deejay Kip 
Fox) and emecks (choreographer 
Megan Xaybanha) just do what-
ever they want and make some-
thing you can dance to and that is 
fun. Their second album — “let’s 
quit” — will be released this 
summer. runners up: Window-
pane; Herding Cats 

Village Theatre,
multiple locations, villagetheatre.org

Anything can happen in the energetic, exhilarating 
live theater. One big, happy family with locations 
in Issaquah and Everett, the theatre is 100-percent 
union, hires local talent and has the region’s 
second-largest subscriber base at 18,000. Village 
theatre has launched more than 95 new works — 
especially tony Award-winning musicals — through 
its Village Originals program. 
runners up: kirkland Performance Center, 
kirkland; second story rep, redmond
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F A M I L Y  L A W  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  W I T H  Y O U R  N E E D S  I N  M I N D

C o n v e n i e n t  E a s t s i d e  L o c a t i o n s
Redmond Town Center Location

425.869.8067

Bellevue Place Location

425.885.3726

melodie@smobrian.com

FA MILY L AW OFFICES
O’BR I A N & A SSOCI ATES

Divorce (dissolution)

Child Support

Parenting/Custody

Document Review

Collaborative

Paternity

www.smobrian.com

1 1 5 0  1 0 6 t h  Av e n u e  N E ,  B e l l e v u e ,  WA 9 8 0 0 4
4 2 5 - 4 5 3 - 4 0 0 5    w w w.  l o r e s t a u r a n t . c o m

F L O  
J a p a n e s e  R e s t a u r a n t

f

Let FLO Japanese Restaurant be part of your Life Style.
2011 Haute Picks - Voted Bellevue’s Best Place for Sushi

It’s a life style.
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aRtS + enteRtainMent

Best casino
sNOquAlMIE CAsINO 
37500 S.E. North Bend Way, 
Snoqualmie, snocasino.com
Designed by a nationally 
renowned architect, this casino of 
Vegas-style gaming and world-
class entertainment is about 25 
minutes from Bellevue at I-90, 
exit 27. Known for outstanding 

customer service, 
Snoqualmie Casino 
has more than 50 
classic table games, 

1,700 slot machines and a 10-table 
poker room inside. Outside, it is 
surrounded by evergreen trees 
and the Cascade Mountains.
runners up: Tulalip Casino, Tul-
alip; Muckleshoot Casino, Auburn

Best group activity
tHE BAr MEtHOD 
7551 166th Ave. N.E., #D240, 
Redmond
seattle-eastside.barmethod.com
The Bar Method combines the 
fat-burning benefits of strength 

training, the muscle-sculpting 
movements of Pilates and the 
elongating stretches of yoga to 
reshape your body. Every class has 
good energy, support and per-
sonalized instruction because of 
handpicked, passionate instruc-
tors. New classes are being added.
runner up: Lucky Strike, Bellevue

Best Karaoke
MAPlE lEAf
707 148th Ave. N.E., Bellevue, 
425.747.8700
Sing your heart out with deejay 
Jason and deejay Jeremy on 
Wednesday through Saturday 
nights every week. With an exten-
sive song collection, they can fill 
nearly every request.
runners up: Palmers, Redmond, 
and Club Sno of Snoqualmie 
Casino, Snoqualmie

Best Live Music Venue
sNOquAlMIE CAsINO
37500 S.E. North Bend Way, 
Snoqualmie, snocasino.com

The live concerts are epic. The 
outdoor venue, Mountain View 
Plaza, seats 2,100 in new stadium-
style seating. This summer, see 
Mount Si and eagles f lying over-
head while watching Rob Thomas, 
Roger Daltrey, Natasha Beding-
field, Jessica Simpson, Miranda 
Lambert, Peter Frampton, the Zac 
Brown Band or the Script.
runners up: Chateau Ste. 
Michelle, Woodinville; Boxley’s 
Restaurant, North Bend; Mary-
moor Park, Redmond

Best Movie theater 
lINCOlN squArE CINEMA
Bellevue,  
lincolnsquarecinemas.com
At Lincoln Square Cinema, there 
are 16 screens, snacks and comfy sta-
dium-style seats with unobstructed 
views for your movie-viewing 
pleasure. Now showing RealD 3-D 
for 3-D movies and IMAX 3-D for 
crystal-clear, larger-than-life 3-D. 
runners up: Big Picture, Red-
mond; iPic Theater, Redmond 

The Parlor 
lincoln square, Bellevue, parlorlive.com

the Parlor is home to the Parlor live 
Comedy Club, the Parlor Billiards & 

spirits and the ultralounge. Every night 
is a party, from highly acclaimed comedy 

shows to DJ Nights fridays and saturdays 
in the Vegas-style ultralounge. Comic 

Bobby lee from MADtv recently named 
the Parlor his favorite place to play in the 

country on Joe rogan’s podcast. with 
800 of your friends, you can rent out the 

entire space and party like a rock star.
runners up: Club sNO, snoqualmie; 

Munch Bar Bellevue, Bellevue

BeSt nigHtcLuB
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1105 Bellevue Way NE  •  425.454.7322  •  www.tabletopandhome.com

FLAT IRON GRILL   

In the heart of Gilman Village 
317 N.W. Gilman Blvd #28 
Issaquah, WA. 98027 
425-657-0373 
www.theflatirongrill.com facebook: theflatirongrill

Best Place for culture
BEllEVuE fAsHION wEEk
The Bellevue Collection, 
Bellevue, bellevuecollection.
com/fashionweek
Entering its sixth year, Fashion 
Week is debuting two new events: 
the Vogue trend event with special 
stylist appearances and a post-
runway show cocktail reception 
for VIP ticket-holders of Front 
Row Fashion show to mix exclu-
sively with the New York Vogue 
team and L.A.-based models. The 
Bellevue Collection donates 100 
percent of the Front Row Fashion 
ticket price to The Moyer Foun-
dation and 100 percent of the 
Posh Party and VIP Shopping 
Night ticket prices to Bellevue 
LifeSpring.
runners up: Bellevue Art 
Museum, Bellevue; Crossroads 
Mall, Bellevue
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BuSineSS

Best Place to Work
MICrOsOft
multiple locations.  
microsoft.com
The Microsoft campus is legend-
ary for its on-site athletic fields, 
shopping and cafeterias, as well 
as its comprehensive employee 
benefits package. About 76 per-
cent of employees are men, and 
43 percent are age 40 or older. Of 
the 88,403 employees worldwide, 
about 40,310 work in the Puget 
Sound area. And they get free 
soda at work. 
runners up: Expedia, mul-
tiple locations; Bastyr University, 
Kenmore 

Best Bank
BECu
multiple locations, becu.org
As a member-owned, not-for-
profit credit union, BECU makes 
decisions — from product pricing 
to the popular online banking fea-
tures — to benefit to the roughly 
670,000 members. BECU has 
assets of more than $9.2 billion. 
With no stockholders to pay, extra 
savings are returned to members 
in great rates and fewer fees. 
runners up: Bank of America; 
Wells Fargo 

Best car dealership
BArrIEr MOtOrs 
multiple locations,  
barriermotors.com
Barrier Motors has Porsche, 
Mercedes-Benz and Volvo 
dealerships in Bellevue, as well as 
Audi dealerships in Bellevue and 
South Center.
runners up: Lexus of Bellevue; 
Michael’s Toyota of Bellevue

Best corporate  
Meeting Space 
BEllEVuE CluB/HOtEl 
BEllEVuE 
11200 S.E. Sixth St., Bellevue
bellevueclub.com
Creating more than 30 years of 
memorable moments, Bellevue 
Club has thrown some of the 
Pacific Northwest’s most fabulous 

Jason Demarre
5400 Carillon Point, kirkland, demarrefinancial.com

when 425 readers want to get advice about how 
to handle their money, they turn to Jason Demarre 

with ING financial Partners.
runners up: Daver tiryakioglu, the tiryakioglu, 

Benedict & Duenwald Group, Bellevue; kristen 
Buxton, uBs, Bellevue

BeSt financiaL adViSoR
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ShowerGuard ® glass.  
Squeaky clean just 
got easier.

5501 75th St. W.
Tacoma, WA 98499

Phone: 800.468.9949
Email: sales@soundglass.com
Web: www.SoundGlass.com

Windows • Doors • Skylights • Mirrors 

functions. Seven meeting rooms 
and the stunning Olympic Ball-
room, with new, state-of-the-art 
LED lighting, inspire creativity 
and collaboration. Guests in the 67 
luxury hotel guest rooms can enjoy 
full-access to the Bellevue Club.
runners up: Meydenbauer Center, 
Bellevue; The Woodmark, Kirk-
land; The Westin, Bellevue

Best creative company
turNstylE 
Seattle and Portland,  
turnstylestudio.com
At Turnstyle, design is a tool to 
connect with people in an emo-
tional way. Its work — branding, 
print, web and packaging — is its 
spokesman. Clients include Dry 
Soda Co., Microsoft and Serengeti 
Law. Seven hair salon in Bellevue 
and Seattle is launching a national 
line of hair care products this 
summer with Turnstyle’s help. 
runners up: Expedia, multiple 
locations; Visual Media Group, 
Bellevue

Best Hotel
tHE BEllEVuE wEstIN 
600 Bellevue Way N.E., Bel-
levue, starwoodhotels.com
Hired for attitude, Westin’s 
employees are empowered to create 
memorable, delightful experiences 

— especially within the hotel’s 
theme: wellness. Cypress Lounge 
and Wine Bar just rolled out a new 
wine list, a wider-ranging menu 
and more live music, like Soul 
Bird and Alma Villegas. The grand 
deluxe rooms, just steps from 
the pool, gym, Jacuzzi and the 
only downtown hotel spa, Truce, 
create a comprehensive, refreshing 
retreat. That’s wellness.
runners up: Hyatt-Bellevue, Bel-
levue; Heathman Hotel, Kirkland

Best Large Business
MICrOsOft
multiple locations,  
microsoft.com
Founded in 1975, Microsoft 
(Nasdaq “MSFT”) has net revenue 
of $62.5 billion and occupies 33.7 
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Visit LegendsCo.com for your free estimate 

Offering Natural Slate, Concrete & Clay Tile, Composition Shingles,
Light Commercial, New Construction, Reroofs, PVC Roofing and Decks,
Standing Seam Metal, Cedar Shakes

million square feet of real estate 
worldwide. In November, Micro-
soft launched Kinect for Xbox 360 
and Windows Phone 7.
runners up: Expedia; Boeing 

Best Lawyer
JOHN DIPPOlD 
Carney Badley Spellman, 
Seattle and Olympia,  
carneylaw.com
John Dippold is known for being 
a good, responsive listener and an 
effective negotiator. In particular, 
because of the current economy, 
he is representing numerous 
developers and contractors con-
structing apartment buildings.
runners up: Laura E. Hoexter, 
Helsell Fetterman LLP, Seattle-
Bellevue; Janet Gray, Jeppsen Gray 
Sakai, Bellevue

Best Mechanic
My AutO PrO
11902 124th Ave. N.E., Kirkland, 
myautoprowa.com
My Auto Pro has more than 23 
years of experience in automotive 
diagnostic and repair for Japanese, 

BuSineSS

German and domestic vehicles.
runners up: Price Brothers, Kirk-
land; Len’s Automotive, Bellevue 

Best office Space 
ExPEDIA INC. 
333 108th Ave. N.E., Bellevue, 
expedia.com
The Bellevue headquarters of 
the world’s largest online travel 
company, Expedia, is home to a 
game room, casual meeting and 
dining spaces and a one-third-
acre lawn with Wi-Fi access. 
Expedia hosts live concerts 
for the public, charity benefits 
and employee events, including 
the Taste of Bellevue and 
CANstruction, a summer food 
drive competition benefiting 
Hopelink. Expedia’s Live at Lunch 
concert series on the company’s 
outdoor lawn is open to the public.
runners up: Microsoft, multiple 
locations; Google, multiple 
locations 

The Bar Method
7551 166th Ave. N.E.,  

#D240, redmond 

seattle-eastside. 

barmethod.com

Owners Bev and luke 
Currier and Maika 

Manring challenge 
themselves and their 

clients to be present in 
the moment and never 
settle for second best. 

the love is in the details. 
Opened in 2009, the Bar 
Method will open a south 
lake union neighborhood 

location this summer. 
runners up: stop 

Bugging Me Pest Control, 
Bellevue; trade Chic, 

redmond 
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Visit LegendsCo.com for your free estimate 

Offering Natural Slate, Concrete & Clay Tile, Composition Shingles,
Light Commercial, New Construction, Reroofs, PVC Roofing and Decks,
Standing Seam Metal, Cedar Shakes

BeSt SMaLL BuSineSS
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LocaL faVoRiteS

Best Blog
ANNAlEEsullIVAN.
BlOGsPOt.COM 
According to the blog’s introduc-
tion, it is written about Annie, 
a “playful, spiritually sensitive, 
musical child” who “had a brain 
injury, seizures, and Addison’s 
disease. Now she has none of these, 
because she’s in heaven with Jesus 

— healed and perfectly well.” 
runners up: puppymanners.
com/blog and blog.seattlepi.com/
eastsideuptown/ 

Best celebrity
BIll GAtEs
twitter.com/billgates and 
microsoft.com/presspass/
exec/billg
In 2008, Microsoft Chairman 
Bill Gates shifted from software 
guru to philanthropic trendset-
ter, devoting most of his time 
to the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, which aims to reduce 
inequities worldwide. In 2010, he 
launched Gates Notes (thegates-
notes.com) to publish his thoughts 
about the foundation and other 
topics. About 2.7 million people 
follow his tweets about innovation, 
education and solving global chal-
lenges such as hunger and disease.
runners up: Ciscoe Morris;  
Ichiro Suzuki 

Best city
kIrklAND
kirklandwa.gov
Despite heated debates and held 
breaths, the annexation that dou-
bled Kirkland’s population appar-
ently hasn’t dimmed the Sunshine 
City’s popularity. Kirkland has 
cutting-edge workplaces, waterfront 
shopping districts, exquisite parks, 
a notable school system and an 
abundance of diverse and distinc-
tive neighborhoods. An Urban Land 
Institute panel in July will discuss 

Bellevue Arts Week 
Bellevue Arts week is three great 

festivals — Bellevue Arts Museum’s 
Artsfair, the Bellevue 6th street 

fair and the Bellevue festival of the 
Arts — rolled in downtown Bellevue 

the last full weekend in July. with 
more than 60 years of tradition of 

showcasing more than 650 artists and 
their original art, there’s more art per 

square foot than the louvre. scores 
more play music, sing and dance, both 
outside at the fairs and inside Bellevue 

square on soundstage. 
runners up: Issaquah salmon Days, 

Issaquah; kirkland uncorked, kirkland

BeSt feStiVaL
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This miracle
was made possible by the miracle of science

• Full range of diagnosis and treatment

• Unique IVF refund guarantee program 

• Nationally recognized fertility experts

• Specialists in third party parenting

• Personalized care

Michael R. Soules, MD
Nancy A. Klein, MD

Paul C. Lin, MD
Angela C. Thyer, MD
Amy R. Criniti, MD
Paul S. Dudley, MD

Lynn B. Davis, MD, MS
Shawn E. Gurtcheff, MD, MS

Michael S. Opsahl, MD
Gerard S. Letterie, DO
Janet L. Kennedy, MD

call 877.777.6002
www.seattlefertility.comExperience never mattered more ™

seattle.Kirkland.Bellevue.Tacoma
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revving up the Totem Lake dis-
trict, known as the city’s economic 
engine. The completely remodeled 
22-acre Juanita Beach Park will 
open soon. Bring your sunscreen. 
runners up: Bellevue; Redmond 

Best event
BEllEVuE Arts wEEk
With four blocks of entertainment 
and free admission, Bellevue Arts 
Week, the largest arts and craft 
event in King County, sustains the 
region’s rich arts and crafts and 

feels like a block party. Downtown 
Bellevue hosts three major arts 
and crafts fairs the last weekend 
of July with more than 650 artist 
booths, art demonstrations, live 
music and kids’ activities. 
runners up: Reading with Rover, 
Borders Redmond; Issaquah 
Salmon Days, Issaquah 

Best neighborhood
NOrkIrk
North of downtown Kirkland and 
east of Market Street, NorKirk 

embodies the original small-town 
Kirkland, complete with annual 
picnics and friendly neighbors. It 
is home to City Hall, the police 
department, the Kirkland Wom-
en’s Club and American Legion 
Hall, as well as the Kirkland Arts 
Center in the 119-year-old Peter 
Kirk building. From here, you 
can easily walk to the water-
front, downtown, Heritage Park 
and Juanita Beach Park ’s nature 
preserve for spectacular views. 
runners up: Enatai; Medina

LocaL faVoRiteS

Reading with Rover
woodinville, readingwithrover.org

rover dogs and their handlers help kids become 
better readers because rover dogs are such great, 
willing listeners. kids who read to dogs improved 
their reading skills by 12 percent over kids who 
do not read to dogs, according to studies. Also, 
kids became more social and experience humane 
interactions. A free DVD and how-to manual for new 
program handlers will be released soon.
runners up: Hopelink, multiple locations; MEOw Cat 
rescue, kirkland

BeSt nonPRofit
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OF



outdooRS

Best golf
GOlf CluB At 
NEwCAstlE 
15500 Six Penny Lane,  
newcastlegolf.com
Acclaimed golf course architect 
Robert E. Cupp, in consultation 
with Masters Champion Fred Cou-
ples, designed this tournament-
level, full-facility complex. The 
two 18-hole championship public 
golf courses, practice facilities 
and a 44,000-square-foot stately 
clubhouse rest on 350 acres with 
panoramic views of Mount Rain-
ier, the Olympics and the Cascade 
Mountains.
runners up: Tie: Willows Golf 
Club, Redmond; Sahalee Country 
Club, Sammamish; Mount Si Golf 
Course, Snoqualmie

Best Hike
MOuNt sI
mountsi.com
Near the city of North Bend, the 
summit of Mount Si rewards 
hikers with views of the Cascade 
Mountains and valleys below. To 
reach the summit, hike the 4-mile 
Mount Si trail up a 3,500-foot 
elevation gain.
runners up: Tiger Mountain, 
Issaquah; Saint Edward State Park, 
Kenmore 

Best Picnic Spot
rAttlEsNAkE rIDGE
North Bend
Rattlesnake Ridge, also known as 
Rattlesnake Mountain, is south 
of North Bend. The more popular 
eastern trail head is near the Cedar 
River Watershed Education Center. 
The western trailhead is adjacent 
to Snoqualmie Point Park. 
runners up: Farrel-McWhirter 
Farm Park, Redmond; Snoqualmie 
Falls, Snoqualmie

Marymoor Park
6046 w. lake sammamish Parkway N.E., redmond

kingcounty.gov/recreation/parks.aspx

this 640-acre king County Park is almost like an 
amusement park because of the athletic fields, 
climbing rock and velodrome for cyclists. Get close 
to nature through the community gardens, bird-
watching or 40-acre off-leash dog park. fans pack 
in for exciting special events like summer concerts, 
outdoor movies and Cirque du soleil. 
runners up: Bellevue Downtown Park, Bellevue; 
saint Edward state Park, kenmore

BeSt PaRK
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Best Store for Baby
MErry GO rOuND
1014 116th Ave. N.E., Bellevue, 
merrygoroundkids.com
Open since 1947, this complete, 
one-stop shop for all your baby 
needs, from clothes to cribs, has 
been serving families for two 
or three generations. Custom-
ers keep coming back because 
owners Molly and Bob Pressey 
stock well-researched, qual-
ity merchandise and host fun 
and educational events. Here, 
the “Seat Belt Ladies” often help 
parents properly install car seats. 
Check for upcoming dates.
runners up: Babies R Us, mul-
tiple locations; Janie & Jack, mul-
tiple locations 

Best daycare
BrIGHt HOrIZONs
multiple locations,  
brighthorizons.com
Bright Horizons’ mission is to 
provide innovative programs 

that help children, families and 
employers work together to be 
their very best. In addition to 
local centers, Bright Horizons 
provides employer-sponsored day 
care at various sites.
runners up: KinderCare, mul-
tiple locations

Best family-friendly activity
OrANGE BlOssOM 
sOCIEty 
16715 NE 79th S., Redmond, 
orangeblossomsociety.com
This warm, welcoming enrich-
ment center in downtown 
Redmond believes that to have 
families doing what they want in 
a playful, educational environ-
ment is a magical combination. 
Instructors are passionate about 
free-form creative play as well 
as classes and activities, like art, 
gardening, music and yoga.
runners up: KidsQuest Chil-
dren’s Museum, Bellevue; Lucky 
Strike Bowl, Bellevue

Best Birthday Party Place
OrANGE BlOssOM 
sOCIEty
16715 N.E. 79th S., Redmond, 
orangeblossomsociety.com
Host your own party or ask the 
Orange Blossom Society experts 
to create a special birthday party 
and personalize activities for 
your child. While guests enjoy 
the playful grounds, parents and 
siblings can enjoy the open play 
and seating areas. 
runners up: Dooz 4 Kids, 
Bellevue Square; Pump it Up, 
Kirkland

Best Kids’ clothes
NOrDstrOM
Multiple locations,  
shop.nordstrom.com 
A 200-gallon aquarium, lower 
fixtures and bright colors as well 
as 200 f loor tiles which were hand 
painted by children to benefit 
the local community entertain 
young shoppers. Customers 

KidS

Orange Blossom Society
16715 N.E. 79th s., redmond, orangeblossomsociety.com

families meet at Orange Blossom society, an enrichment center that will celebrate its 
second anniversary this year, for play dates, seasonal camps, birthday parties, classes 
and just for fun. the 1920s restored Craftsman house sits on half an acre. 
runners up: Great wolf lodge, Grand Mound; kidsquest Children’s Museum, Bellevue

BeSt Kid-fRiendLy deStination
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KidS

appreciate the family restroom as 
well as Mother’s Lounge. What 
Nordstrom loves right now is a 
quality, detailed, joyful children’s 
apparel called Peek Aren’t You 
Curious. Other exciting brands: 
Benetton, Mini Boden, Juicy 
Couture, Bugaboo, Kissy Kissy 
and Ralph Lauren.
runners up: Gap Kids, Bellevue; 
Naartijie, multiple locations 

Best Private High School
EAstsIDE PrEPArAtOry 
sCHOOl
10635 NE 38th Place, Kirkland
eastsideprep.org
Eastside Preparatory School 
focuses all its resources on people 
instead of stuff. The school uses 
community fields, gyms and 
parks for athletics instead of 
building and maintaining their 
own. Teachers shape the unique 
curriculum. As a result, Spanish 
is taught to all students so other, 
unrelated classes can be taught 
in Spanish to improve language 
proficiency. Imagine: math class 
in Spanish!

Best Summer camp
CrIstA CAMPs
multiple locations,  
cristacamps.com
CRISTA camps, a member of the 
Crista family of ministries, are 
adventurous. High-ropes courses, 
paintball, a 10,000-square-foot 
skate park, five miles of bike trails 
and a horse ranch, all on water-
front property, make for camp 
life worth writing home about. 
CRISTA recently launched a 
fundraising program to send 400 
children of military families to 
summer camp.
runners up: Sambica, Bellevue; 
KidsQuest Children’s Museum 
Summer Camps, Bellevue 

Lake Washington High School
12033 NE 80th st., kirkland schools.lwsd.org/lwHs

with a wide range of academic offerings, clubs and 
activities, lake washington High school serves 
students and the community at large and has produced 
generations of proud “kangs.” this school has more 
community service clubs than other area schools. two 
new student-support programs aim to assist struggling 
students and Hispanic students.

BeSt PuBLic HigH ScHooL
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PURPLECAFE.COM

BELLEVUE • KIRKLAND
SEATTLE • WOODINVILLE

BARRIORESTAURANT.COM

BELLEVUE • CAPITOL HILL

LOTNO3.COM

BELLEVUE

BARRIO
MEXICAN KITCHEN & BAR

“BEST WINE SELECTION” 

425 MAGAZINE

“BEST NEW RESTAURANT, 
2010” 

425 MAGAZINE

“YOU WILL LEAVE HAPPY...
AND BE BACK FOR MORE.” 

425 MAGAZINE

Donate or Shop and make a local impact.

167 Bellevue Square
www.BellevueLifeSpring.org

1911 ~ 2011. Bellevue LifeSpring is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

shop it 
forward

Helping struggling families and at-risk youth in Bellevue, since 1911. 
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Best Breed
lABrADOr rEtrIEVEr
In the United States, Canada and 
the United Kingdom, the most 
popular breed among registered 
owners is the Labrador. Origi-
nating in Newfoundland, the 
good-tempered, athletic Labra-
dor is a great family dog and a 
working dog in law enforcement 
and search and rescue. As assis-
tance dogs, they also help those 
who need a little help. Special 
skills: detection, protection, 

PetS

retrieval and games of catch. 
Good dog! 
runners up: Golden Retriever, 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 

Best dog trainer
BECky AND DAVE BIsHOP, 
PuPPy MANNErs
Woodinville,  
puppymanners.com
While you’re on vacation, Puppy 
Manners will do everything pos-
sible to keep your dogs happy 
at their 5-acre ranch and teach 

your pooch some manners, too. 
The canine students practice in 
realistic environments, such as a 
house and on field trips in public, 
so your dog is well-suited for the 
real world. The group training 
classes are often packed because 
of Puppy Manners’ trademark 
sense of humor.
runners up: Robin Grannell, 
Canine Behavior Center, Redmond; 
Florence Bernhard, Tail Waggers 
Club, serving Seattle and  
the Eastside

Stacy D’s 
Grooming
20915 N.E. 77th 

st., redmond, 

425.898.7618 

Dedicated to her 
profession, stacy D 
is often called a dog 
whisperer. she has 
a great command of 
dogs. she started 
working with dogs 
at age 12 and began 
rescuing them at 
13. she believes 
in education and 
says an educated 
customer makes a 
better owner.
runners up: Pet 
stops Here, multiple 
locations; Der Pet 
Haus, Bellevue

BeSt gRooMeR
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PetS

Best doggy daycare
DANA wIlsON, wAlk 
yOur DOG 
Redmond, 
redmond-dog-walking.com
Dana Wilson’s watchword is 

“dependable.” She knows how to 
keep her charges happy, too. For 
the popular off-leash play time, 
man’s best friend is escorted to 
a 4-acre property for supervised 
running, play and rest. Then, 
each dog gets a thorough organic 
soap scrub, a ride home and a 
personalized note about its day. 
Leashed walks and pet sitting are 
also available. 
runners up: Petsmart, multiple 
locations; River Dog, multiple loca-
tions; The Pet Stops Here, multiple 
locations

Best Veterinary
EAstsIDE VEtErINAry 
AssOCIAtEs 
8934 122nd Ave. N.E., Kirkland
eastsidevetassociates.com and 
kirklandvet.com
Eastside Veterinary Associates’ 
well-trained team spends a 
lot of quality time providing 
personalized comprehensive care 
to each patient. The three-year-
old, computer-savvy clinic is 
paperless, so lab results, X-rays 
and similar documents can be 
easily shared with clients or 
specialists as needed.
runners up: My Pet’s Vet, Kirk-
land; Inglemoor Animal Hospital, 
Kenmore 

Marymoor Park
6046 w. lake sammamish Parkway  

N.E., redmond,  

kingcounty.gov/recreation/parks.aspx

with trees, trails, fresh grass and four 
entrances to the sammamish river, the 

40-acre dog park is one the best off-
leash dog parks nationwide, according 

to Bark magazine. sODA (serve Our 
Dog Area) volunteers keep the area in 

top shape. fenced areas are rotated to 
keep the grass fresh and robust.

runners up: luther Burbank, Mercer 
Island; robinswood, Bellevue

BeSt Pet PaRK
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Kirkland Performance Center
425.893.9900 
kpcenter.org

Kyle Eastwood
04.07.12

Find out what moves us
 by scanning the QR code.

what moves you?
2011-2012

Season Tickets
NOW ON SALE
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Best Place to celebrate  
an anniversary
sAlIsH lODGE At  
sNOquAlMIE fAlls
6501 Railroad Ave., Snoqualmie
salishlodge.com
Cocoon in every room beside a 
burning fire place or in a jetted 
tub for two. Unwind together with 
couples massages and treatments 
in the Fireside Treatment Room. 
The “Romance Atop the Falls” 
signature overnight experience is 
complete with sparkling wine, a 
bed covered in rose petals and a 
country breakfast for two. 
runners up: Canlis, Seattle; Dan-
iel’s Broiler, multiple locations

Best first date Spot 
tHE kIrklAND 
wAtErfrONt
kirklandwa.gov
Day or night, at the Kirkland 

RoMance

Waterfront, there’s so many ways 
to connect: bar hopping, beach 
volleyball, coffee, dog walking, 
fine dining, ice cream, moonlit 
strolls, sailing, stand-up paddle 
board rentals or wine tast-
ing. Between Marina Park and 
Carillon Point is a f lat, three-
mile, round-trip lakefront walk. 
Overlooking downtown Kirkland, 
Heritage Park has scenic moun-
tain, lake and city views, perfect 
for a picnic. 
runners up: Daniel’s Broiler, 
multiple locations; Bellevue 
Philharmonic 

Best Place to Kiss
sNOquAlMIE fAlls
snoqualmiefalls.com
The classic northwest view of the 
268-foot-tall Snoqualmie Falls, 
the Salish Lodge overlooking 
the falls and the swirling dance 

The Woodmark Hotel 
1200 Carillon Point, kirkland, thewoodmark.com

At the only hotel on the shores of lake washington, the woodmark 
Hotel’s staff believes in bringing the happy couple’s unique story to life. 
Here you can exchange vows, host a reception or honeymoon on lake 
washington’s shores. treat your bridal party or guests to the spa or a 
lake cruise aboard the woodmark II, a classic Chris Craft boat.
runners up: Newcastle Golf Course, Newcastle; Bastyr university Chapel, 
kenmore

BeSt Wedding Venue
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of mist, water, shimmers and 
occasional rainbow beneath are 
well worth the drive. Spring and 
summer are best, but if you dress 
for the weather and avoid winter 
fog, the falls are spectacular 
year-round. 
runners up: Waverly Beach Park, 
Kirkland; Kirkland Waterfront, 
Kirkland

Best Place to Propose
sNOquAlMIE fAlls
snoqualmiefalls.com 
This timeless Northwest scene of 
a rushing white waterfall below, 
solid evergreen trees around 
and singing birds above is where 
many couples start their new 
lives. Or step inside the Salish 
Lodge’s dining room, where an 
intimate, private nook overlook-
ing Snoqualmie Falls has earned 
the nickname “the proposal 
table.” Cheers.
runners up: Kirkland Waterfront, 
Kirkland; Terra Vista at Sno-
qualmie Casino, Snoqualmie

Best Place to Meet Singles 
JOEy’s 
multiple locations,  
joeyrestaurants.com
Because of its friendly, relaxed 
vibe, Joey’s lounge is where 
people just start talking to one 
another. Executive chef Chris 
Mills traveled around the world 
to inspire a diverse menu, so 
there’s something for everyone, 
whether it’s a great steak, chicken 
tacos or the panang prawn curry 
bowl. For a drink, try the super 
nova vodka soda.
runners up: Tied. The Bellevue 
Club, Bellevue and The Parlor, 
Bellevue; Snoqualmie’s Sno Lounge, 
Snoqualmie
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Last year we took couture to the barnyard.  
See where we take it next » 
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